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Objectives

ÅChanging Campus Profile

ÅCommunication Barriers

ÅSigns of People in Crisis

ÅReporting 

ÅResponse  



Changing Campus Profileé.

ÂMore students using Student Services

ÂPrevalence of electronic communication

ÂMillenial Generation differences

ÂMore students with disorders and medications

ÂVeterans adjusting after military  service 

Â Increased alcohol/drug usage on campus



FERPAéa barrier?

You CAN share concerns

about observed behavior to anyone in 

the institution! 

ñCreating a culture of shared responsibility for a safe campus must become 

a top priority.  An engaged community, armed with a shared mind-set, access to 

information and effective mechanisms to respond to threats before violence 

occurs is a formidable force and one that will have an immediate impact

on improving the overall safety of our colleges and universities.ò
Governorôs Task Force on Campus Safety



Nobody Just Snaps!

Violence is the end result of an 

understandable and often discernable 

process.

In 75% of cases:

ñThe attacker told someone before the attack about his interest in 

mounting an attack at the school.ò 

ñAn adult (school administrator, teacher, staff member, or law 

enforcement) had expressed a concern about the attacker. ñ 
US Secret Service Safe School Initiative October 2000



What Kind of Person should we 

be looking out for??

òThere is no accurate or useful 

profile of the school shooteró,    

US Secret Service Safe Schools Report

Report of School Shooters from 1966 ð2002: 

ÂOnly 1/3 had ever seen a mental health 

professional; 

ÂOnly 1/5 had even been diagnosed with a 

mental disorder é.US Secret Service and U.S. Dept of Education



Behaviors of Concern

ÂChronic Depression or mood swings

ÂPerceived injustice, hostility, or blaming

ÂIsolating behavior  

ÂLow self-esteem 

ÂStrained relationships

ÂReduced motivation/academics

ÂChanges in health or hygiene

ÂSubstance abuse

ÂFrequent allusions to violence/loss of 
control/past violent history



Actions of Disruption & Violence  

(Not a òProfileó)

Â Verbal or Written Intimidation or Threats of 
violence

Â Vandalism or Property Damage

Â Repeated Loss of Temper 

Â Physical Disruption or Fighting

Â Stalking



What is a class disruption?

ÂSubstantially Interferes with a learning 

environment

ÂRepeated interference  of class environment

ÂRefusal to leave a classroom or office upon 

request


