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Teaching Challenge 

 How do I make my Cultural Studies-based classes more 

interactive? How do I lower the affective filter in the 

classroom? 



                       Project Details 

 

 Group blog - autonomous region of Spain 
 3 posts per week 

  1- reaction to the class readings 
 2- article from the Spanish press 
 3- brief comment on another blog  

 

 
 

 



Objectives 

 By assigning this blog and having students decide some of  the 
content, I hope to encourage more student-initiated discussion in 
class (because theoretically, they will have already had some “virtual 
dialoguing” on the material by commenting on the blogs).   

 I plan on structuring the classes around my students’ posts and what 
they have found interesting while researching different aspects of  
contemporary Spanish reality.  Their work in this class will be 
meaningful because they will be dealing with realia in the form of  
authentic newspaper articles and other online sources.   

 I also hope that since their blogs will be open to the public the 
students will take it seriously and edit their work…and perhaps, 
have a readership (or “dialogueship”) that goes beyond UWGB! 

 



Assessment  

Students: Self-evaluation 

(surveys - 2x semester) 

 

 

 

 

Instructor: Compare 

students’ posts from the 

beginning of  the semester 

to the end and determine 

level of  cultural 

awareness 

 

Analyze responses to the 

survey 

 



Survey Questions 

 Please comment on the following statement: “Spain is a diverse 

country.” 

 Has group blogging shaped your views on Spain’s diversity? 

Please explain your answer. 

 In your opinion, does group blogging help you participate 

more in class? Please explain your answer. 

 What aspects of  this class contribute most to your learning? 

 What aspects of  this class detract from your learning? 

 



Blogs 
 





 





 

 



 



 

 





Student Comments 















Finalish Thoughts 

 More students participated in class... 

 …but several students only spoke up during group work… 
 
 Many students got really into blogging… 
 
 …others viewed it as “busy work”… 
 
 Even though the quality of the blog posts was not consistent, 

overall, students demonstrated a sophisticated grasp of the 
complexities and realities of contemporary Spain. 
 

 
 

 
 
 




