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Brynn Cumicek holds Winnie during a swﬁ by noa,umwwmo:mﬁm”n.ma:mm to Camp.Lloyd on ?n&@ at the Mauthe Cen-*
ter on the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay campus. Photos by H. Marc Larson/Press-Gazette oo
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By Kelcie C. McCrae

Ella Peters really misses herteddy:
bear. A o
" Tast year, Peters’- life was tiirned:
upside down when her dad died from
abrain tumor: - - . o

“He was really big,” said 7-yeai-old .
Peters. “He felt like he was a teddy
bear.” .

Peters especially misses playing
with him, seeing him every day. And, -

I

- of course, "his great’
VIDEO . bigbearhugs. -
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- this story at type of
Www.green. camp. s
baypress Camp Lloyd is-a
gazette.com. ~day camp designed

for young peodple
grieving the death of
alovedone.
“Here, children have a place to talk
about their loss and still ‘enjoy being
akid in the summer. - - o
“Tt was a hair-brain idea:that T had
been brewing for five years,” said

- program director Illene Cupit Noppe.

“We wanted to show the kids that”
even when youw’re suffering from a
loss, it's OK to have a good time.”” .

Camp Lloyd started in 2006 in part-
nership with Unity Hospice of Green
Bay and the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay. . : :

The idea of the camp came from

. her husband, who lost a loved one at

a young age. Lloyd Noppe lost his
dad when he was 8 years old. Tllene

_ Noppe believed that if a camp like

this existed for her husband, he
would have benefited knowing other
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“Counselor-Danielle Furton' plays the.

-#Alice the Camel” Tuesday
front, Owen
Novitski, center, and Makayla. De-
Grave during Camp.Lloyd. )

game

children who.also were grieving.
When- it started six years ago, the
camp had nine participants: Today,
:45 children are-enrolled, . which is
five more. than its previcusly estab-

lished cap of 40. Noppe said-she just .

couldn’t turn a child away.. -

Each day of the weeklong camp
features a grief-related activity
structured through “healing circles.”
Grief counselors encourage campers
to share their stories and talk about
their feelings. As a way to encourage
fun, organizers also-set up activities’
such as swimming, animal shows,
and visits from dogs called Compas-
sionate Canines. L

On Tuesday, Compassionate Ca-
nines president and founder Molly

- Johnson brought therapy dogs to the

camp to provide support and com-

help those grievil
_fuperal and nursing’liome

. " “We try to'balance out tiigh-energy’
“activities-for children who need the

L

sites and hospitals.”

elease Wwith creative activities;” said

Gail Trimberger, a licensed social.

~worker and grief counselor. :Uomm .

3

bring great comfort to.people. .
Johnson this week showed children

-how sheé‘trains the dogs to-do tricks}

on whistlé commiands. The most Pop-;

tlar part of the 30-minute presenta- -

ching Madigan, a black:
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Lloyd in the summer. ST

“Jt's just really fun, and it-doesn’t
let me think about it, so.1 dor’t cry or
anything,” said Novitski about the
camp. “Swimming is the ‘funnest’
thing here because at the end of the
day it’s justreally fun.” -, SR
Camp, Lloyd is mostly:staffed by
current and former students.of

Noppe, a professor of human devel: -
_opment at the University of ' Wiscon- -

gin-Green Bay. Some counselors
recéive class credit while others just
receive the satisfaction of spending
time with the children.

"« Jot of counselors return not for

‘the credit or’anything, but just out
of the kindness of their heart,” -

counselor Lindsey Koehler. said.
“T'm happy to give up one of my
weeks and be here, it's that impor-
tant.” . ) v
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Jow her on Twitter @PGKelcieMcCrae

‘}is dad to.a heart
mﬁmwow two years ago. Since the .
death, Novitski has come to Camp




