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Oriented Strand Board (0SB), which uses smaller Tree preservation around a home

trees and parts of the tree that were not previously provides shade, reduces energy

used, has offered an alternative to plywood and costs by cooling the home and 2 ;
board products for roof sheathing. 0SB does not creates residential communities Water-saving appliances
require the larger, older trees from which plywood of lasting value. and plumbing fixtures

reduce the amount of

and board sheathing were made in the past. :
W water used in homes.

Energy Efficient Measures and Associated Payback

More durable roof coverings e A They also require lass Ti *
i ’ : energy to heat water Imes
such as steel and fiber-cement of o gy .
reduce the frequency at which a \ Energy Saving Improvements Typical Payback Years
new roof is needed. Recyeled plastic
,,e“ a ) Attic/Ceiling Insulation 3-7 Years
lumber” and 9
alternative treatment Wall Insulation 6-12 Years
Windows now have methods are reducing i
insulating glass and low-E reliance on chemically el el 2-5Years
glass to keep homes more treated wood and Window Replacement 15- 30 Years
comfortable and energy valuable woods like
efficient. redwood that are used Seal Large Air Leaks 1-2 Years
fqr decks, porghes, Seal Small Air Leaks 1-2Years
trim, and fencing.
Seal Ducts 1-2Years
Vinyl siding and fiber- )
cement siding have reduced High-efficiency Storm Windows 4 -10 Years
the need for cedar, redwood refrigerators use Setback Thermostat 1-2 Years
and other wood products much less energy
historically used on than older models, Energy-saving Showerhead 1-3Years
exterior walls.
and‘ By.on Insulate Water Heater 1-2Years
refrigerants that
have much less Landscaping 7-10 Years
i « impact on the )
!ncreallsed |(|;|5u|§t|o|"| E:els ozone layer. Heating Tune-up 1-3 Years
in walls and attics ma )
the HOme: More TesistaRE Heating System Replacement 5-20 Years

to energy loss, lowering
energy bills, reducing
pollution related to energy
production and saving
precious resources,

Factory-built components

such as trusses and pre-engineered
lumber allow manufacturers to
carefully plan how they use
materials, making the most out of
every piece of lumber. These
components eliminate the need to Source: Houle Insulation Inc., 2003. Do i need insulation? Retrieved Dec.
cut wood on the job site, further 04, 2004, from

reducing waste.

*Cost of these measures range $100 for duct sealing to several thousand
dollars for HVAC systems. Older or Conventionally Designed Homes which
are retrofitted with new insulation or appliances can expect a longer
payback period.

Passive solar design
takes advantage of the
sun's "free” energy to

help heat homes through

glass that is oriented
toward a southern
exposure.

Xeriscaping uses native
plants that require little
to no watering by home
owners.

Most exterior doors
are now insulated.

Y

High efficiency heating, cooling,
and water heating equipment
have reduced the amount of
energy used in homes.

Foundation insulation is
now installed in most homes,
reducing energy losses from
one of the last remaining major
"sinks” in the home, and
providing warmer, more
comfortable floors.

0SB and laminated fiberboard
have replaced plywood and board
sheathing in walls. 0SB and
fiberboard do not require the
larger, older trees from which
plywood and board sheathing
were made in the past.

Wood flooring has been losing
market share to carpet, sheet
goods and laminates. These
replacement products have
significantly reduced reliance
on diminishing lumber supplies.

Ilustrations: Vitullo Architecture Studio

For more information on energy and water efficiency please visit the following agencies/organizations:
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