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[image: image2.wmf]Do you live in a community engulfed by a foul stench?  Are you afraid that your children are in danger due to toxic emissions in the air?  Were does one go to find answers to these questions?  The Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) is a useful tool for local communities to find out about facilities emission releases in that area.  TRI is a database that has information regarding toxic chemicals and waste management; it can be accessed through the EPA website.  The following research on TRI facilities was based on a content analysis of 41 newspapers throughout the Northeast, Southwest, and South.  Additionally two categories, brown and green, of facilities were analyzed.  The brown facilities had indications that emission releases have increased while green facilities had indications that emission have decreased.  My theory was that newspapers located in brown counties would have less media coverage on TRI facilities than green counties due to the homogeneity of that county.  Through our research we found that newspaper coverage of TRI facilities is actually similar in both counties, it is practically nonexistent.  Further research could be done to find out why there is not a great deal of coverage on TRI facilities.
Methods

Content Analysis
· Content analysis is the study of human communications in which written and verbal information is studied to answers questions such as whom, why, how, and with what effect.

· Content analysis was used as the research method because it is economical in terms of time and money and because it covers a long period of time.

· Additionally content analysis will allowed us to attempt to better understand media coverage and the content of coverage in brown and green regions.

· On the other hand content analysis has some weaknesses especially regarding reliability, which is why we will be using manifest and latent content.
Case Study

· The top brown and green counties were sampled.

· Eleven Counties were investigated.

· Six of those counties were brown.
· Five of those counties were green.

Samples

· Thirteen Newspapers throughout the North, Northeast, South, and Southwest.
· Seven were located in brown counties.

· Six were located in green counties.

· Forty articles were used out of the thirteen newspapers.

· Seventeen were located in brown counties.

· twenty-three  were located in green counties
Qualitative and Quantitative Data Collection

· Coding Scheme

· Coded words

· Categories of coded words

· Health, community, laws, chemical and toxins, reports, EPA and environment, negative, and positive.

Results

· Newspaper coverage of brown and green counties seems to have some similarity and differences.

· There were similar percentages in the categories of health, community, chemical, reports, EPA, negative, and positive.

· The category of laws appear to have clear differences

· In the brown counties there seems to be a noticeable lower amount of newspaper coverage than in the green counties.

· This could be a factor of why these counties are green.
· The social demographic characteristics also show similarities and differences between the brown and green counties

· Both brown and green counties had similar medians in population, race (white and Hispanic), high school, income, and poverty levels.

· There seems to be noticeable differences in race and education.

· There are noticeably less African American’s in brown counties compared to green counties.

· Additionally there seems to be a larger number of people who complete college in the green counties.
· Geography of the brown counties compared to green counties

· All the green counties are located in the North and Northeast
· These counties could be green due to more people having college degrees in these areas.

· This could also be due to more newspaper coverage in green counties concerning laws, penalties, and fines.
· Brown counties are spread throughout the Southwest, South, North and Northeast
· The major overall finding was that there is very little coverage in newspapers on the subject of TRI facilities.

· Only 7.3% of articles search in green counties were related to the Toxic Release Inventory.

· 8.5% of articles search in brown counties were related to the Toxic Release Inventory[image: image3.wmf]
