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Purpose/Procedure: More and more we are learning about how many teenagers experience the death of someone who is close to them.  We are members of the Human Development program at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay who are interested in learning more about how teenagers cope with such losses.  Not very much is known about grieving during this important stage of life.  So, we are asking your permission to help us out with this project.  You have been chosen to participate either because you have suffered the loss of someone close to you in recent years or because, while you may not have lost someone recently, you are similar to such teenagers in other important ways.  We know this is asking a lot of you, but we would very much appreciate your help with this project.  In order to help us, your participation would require attendance at an informational training session, where you will learn how to use the handheld computer required for the study and also fill out the initial surveys of your experiences.  Following the training session, you will have the handheld computer with you for the duration of one week, during which the computer will signal you at random times to fill out several short questionnaires.  Following the week long participation, there will be a one hour debriefing session where the study will wrap up and you can ask questions about the research.  Your parent/guardian will also be asked to fill out a permission slip that is similar to this one.
Benefits: Although there is the potential risk that some of the questions in the survey may bring up sad feelings, we feel that the benefits of participating in this project outweigh this risk.  Benefits may include the opportunity to reflect on your thoughts and emotions regarding the loss you have suffered and the knowledge that through your participation in this study you will be helping an important effort to learn more and be able to better help future grieving teenagers.  We also plan to provide you and your parents with information about adolescent grief that hopefully will be helpful to you.
Volunteering: Participation in this study is entirely voluntary.  If you agree to participation but then later feel the need to withdraw your participation you may do so at any time with no penalty.  Your teachers will be made aware of your participation and will also sign a consent form so you will have no reason to worry about being penalized by them.
Compensation: If you participate in the study to its entirety, you will be given the handheld computer as your compensation for participating.  This will occur only if you participate all the way through and after the researchers have taken the information off your computer and erased all research related materials.

Confidentiality: The results of the surveys and measures, both on the computer and from the initial training session, will be kept in secure and confidential areas on the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay campus.  No personal information will be attached to your name in any of the writings and/or publications connected to this study.

Contact Information: If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Illene Noppe at the address or phone number below.  If you have questions about your rights as a participant, please contact Professor Andrew Austin, Chairperson of the Institutional Review Board at the address or phone number below.  Please keep the copy of this form marked “Your Copy.”

Illene C. Noppe, PhD




James C. Marker, PhD




Professor, Human Development


Chairperson, Institutional Review Board

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay


University of Wisconsin-Green Bay


2420 Nicolet Drive, MAC C310


2420 Nicolet Drive, MAC B310

Green Bay, WI 54311




Green Bay, WI 54311

(920) 465-2703 or noppei@uwgb.edu

(920) 465-2230 or markerj@uwgb.edu
Lloyd D. Noppe, PhD




Michael Wisneski
Professor, Human Development


Research Assistant, Human Development

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay


University of Wisconsin-Green Bay

2420 Nicolet Drive, MAC C310


wisnmp07@uwgb.edu
Green Bay, WI 54311

(920) 465-2372 or noppel@uwgb.edu
I have read the above information and voluntarily agree to participation in the research described here.

___________________________________



__________________

Print Name








Date

___________________________________

Signature

Student
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