Ashley, Annette, Kelly, Justin

Procedure

· Participants:  Participants will be gathered by word of mouth advertising (the snowball effect mentioned in class sounds useful).  Only participants who are currently in a relationship or have had a past relationship may participate. Only participants who have a sibling may participate Each student in the class will choose a time that they can meet participants face to face and explain the study to the participants. Each group will come up with a script for consent, explanation of procedures, debriefing. Each group will also create a consent form. At least 100 participants will be required for an adequate sample, which averages to about 5 participants per student in the class, although finding more than this number would certainly be acceptable.  Each student in the class will be given an age range that they may collect data for (20s, 30s, etc.), and will provide the survey to a minimum of 5 participants.

· Operation Definitions:
Sibling: A person who is related to you legally or by blood that is not your parents or legal guardians that you consider to be a brother or sister.

Partner: One other person who is your primary dating partner or spouse wherein you think or thought that the relationship was long term. 
· Design:  Participants will be given the attached survey after consent is gained.  Information about the study will be provided in a script that will be read to the participants.  The study will be limited to one attempt per participant and will take no longer than __30__ minutes.  The surveys will be pencil and paper.  Counterbalancing measures will be employed in our surveys.    Each study survey packet will be color coded to note whether a participant is single or not.        

· Explanation Script: “Please fill out the following surveys to the best of your ability.  Please read all questions carefully.  The following packet will include two surveys.  The background survey will include a short series of questions about you as well as your partner (or previous partner if not currently in a relationship) and sibling. If you have more than one sibling, choose only one  to describe in these surveys.
· Measures:
1. Demographic Survey: Participants will first be given a demographic survey that will determine factors such as age, gender, race/ethnicity, relationship status/marital status, education, occupation. 
2. Relationship Satisfaction Survey—Partner and Sibling Version

3. Personality Characteristics Survey—Partner and Sibling Version: Participants be requested to rate their partner and sibling on 40 characteristics representing the dimensions of strength/dominance, sociability, success and kindness.
4. Ideal Partner: Participants will be asked to write a response to an open-ended question regarding their idea of their ideal romantic partner.
· Participant Confidentiality: Each person who collects data will keep the surveys in a safe place and none of the information will be expounded to any outside sources. All surveys will be labeled with an ID number and no names will be used throughout the entire research process. The data, once collected, will be given to Dr. Noppe.  After the data is collected it will all be entered onto a computer database for analyses.  After the experiment concludes the data will be destroyed. 

· Analysis:  The results of the study will be analyzed in SPSS in order to discover any significant similarities among our sample.  

