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Dying, Death, and Loss

HUM DEV 344 (Course #60214), Mune, 2007
MTWTh 1:00 – 4:00 MAC 221
Dr. Illene C. Noppe

MAC C313, Ext. 2703

Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs: 10:00 – 11:30 and by appointment.  These hours may be interrupted by various university-related commitments. If you are coming from out of town, please check with me before coming in.

E-mail:  noppei@uwgb.edu

Course Web Site:  www.uwgb.edu/noppei/
Course Description and Goals:

For many of you, this will be a first experience with death education.  This course will attempt to illuminate an often hidden, but significant dimension of human development.  We will study death and dying from a number of disciplinary perspectives, and examine the research findings on a variety of topics, such as grief, attitudes toward death, and the process of dying.  Exploring death is an intensely emotional as well as intellectual experience.  The material in this course is designed to meet a number of goals that will help students to approach death and dying with greater understanding and personal insight.  Students completing this course should be able to:

· Recognize some of the taboos surrounding death language so that they can read and discourse upon death rationally with greater confidence.

· Begin the process of developing their personal philosophies regarding life and death.

· Recognize how aspects of death vary both within and among cultures.

· Understand the universal and individual dynamics of grief.

· Be sensitive to developmental issues related to death, dying, and grief.

· Discuss the ethics of death and dying in a rapidly changing society.

· Recognize the professionalization of the field in terms of death education and bereavement counseling.

· Understand and use APA style.

· Write more effectively and work toward fulfilling the General Education Student Learning Outcomes of communicating effectively through writing and learning about the impact that social institutions and values have on individuals and groups in a culture.

· Use the play W;t to examine dying and death through an interdisciplinary approach.

Texts:


Corr, C.A., Nabe, C.M., & Corr, D.M. (2006). Death and dying, life and living. (5th Ed.). Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth. (CNC)

Dickinson, G.E. & Leming, M.R. (Eds.), (2007). Dying, death, and bereavement. (9th Ed). Dubuque, IA:  McGraw-Hill/Dushkin (Reader)
Readings on Electronic Reserve via Cofrin Library Catalog:
Bliatout, B.T. (1993).  Hmong death customs: Traditional and acculturated.  In D.P. Irish, K.F. Lundquist, & V.J. Nelsen (Eds.). Variations in dying, death, and grief. Washington, DC: Taylor & Francis. (pp. 79-100).

Maciejewski, P.K., Zhang, B, Block, S.D., & Prigerson, H.G. (2007). An empirical examination of the 
stage 
theory of grief. JAMA, 297, 716-723.

Any manual, handbook, pamphlet or handout on APA style, Fifth Edition. For those of you who are seriously considering becoming a Human Development or Psychology major, you may want to consider purchasing the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.).  Materials on the use of APA style appear on the web site for this course. I also have a link on my web site to an excellent article on APA style:

Cuddy, C. M. (2002).  Demystifying APA style.  Orthopaedic Nursing, 21, 35-42

Course Requirements:

Writing Emphasis:  Because this is a writing emphasis course, your written assignments will be evaluated both on content and quality of writing.  In addition to the content, therefore, your grades will be based on the organization and development of ideas, clarity of expression, coherence between sentences and paragraphs, and proper use of English. Students are encouraged to visit the Writing Center.

1.
Exams:  (Each exam worth 10%: Total exam score = 40% of final grade). As designated on your course schedule, at the beginning of class on Thursdays, a brief multiple choice test with a short essay will be administered, for a total of 4 exams. The last exam will be administered at the end of class, following a brief study period. Questions will come from material in the lectures, discussions, and readings and are noncumulative. 

2.  Short Project:  A list of projects will be provided to the class.  Students are expected to complete a  project, worth 30% of the total grade. The short project will be written in approximately 6-8 typewritten double spaced pages (including a separate reference page) using APA style. Each student will give a very brief presentation of their findings to the class on the day the project is due (June 13, 2007). Two scholarly references  must be included. More detailed guidelines will be forthcoming.

3.
Discussion questions: (21% of final grade):   Each student is required to write three discussion papers (each worth 7% of final grade) based upon questions from the readings. The discussion questions may be accessed via the class web site. The questions will be based upon the readings and class discussion/lecture. Responses to the question(s) should be approximately 1-2 double-spaced typed pages, with a separate reference page written in APA style. Please note that a paper that does not reference the readings will not receive a grade higher than “B” for that paper. Students will put their name and date, on the back of the paper. Students will be expected to discuss their ideas on the day the question is due and then turn in their papers to me. It is mandatory that students attend the day discussion questions are due and participate in the discussion.  

4.     Class Participation & Attendance Policy (9% of total grade):

For this course, you are asked to be an active learner.  This means attending classes, participating in class discussions and activities, taking accurate and complete notes, and attentively reading the assignments. Your contributions to in-class discussion will be valued and so noted. Although there are no penalties for missing most classes, there are classes that require attendance.  These are for all exams, and dates that assignments are due.  Any student who misses approximately one-third or more class sessions (5) will receive a failing grade for the course. Please remember that during the summer, each class meeting is equivalent to one week of class during the semester.  In addition, 6 extra percentage points will be added to the final quiz score for perfect attendance. Since this is extra credit, in order to qualify, the ONLY excuse will be for a school-related function. A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the beginning of each class.

​Grading:  Based on 100 points:  A = 90 – 100; AB = 86 – 89; B = 80 – 85; BC = 75- 79; 



C = 65 – 74; D = 60 – 64; 59.9 or less = F.

Class policies
1.
Honor Code Policy:
All work for this course is based upon the assumption that students are applying the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  In order to affirm this practice, I am requiring that all written work include the following statement, which must be signed and dated. Your affirmation should appear on the back side of the last page of your paper. Papers without this affirmation will not be graded


2.
Attendance is expected for each class session.  See section on “Class Participation” for further details.

3.
You are expected to hand in all work on time at the beginning of class. No late papers will be accepted.  Makeup exams will not be given except for extreme circumstances.

4.
 No handwritten work will be accepted.

5. If you are having problems at any point in time with the above requirements, please don't hesitate to see me. 

6. Please turn off cell phones, beepers and other noisy electronic devices during class.

7. As required by federal law and UW-Green Bay policy for Individuals with Disabilities, students with a documented disability who need accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at 465-2841. Reasonable accommodations can be made unless they alter the essential components of the class. Contact the instructor and Disability Services Coordinator in a timely manner to formulate alternative arrangements.

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS

	
DATE
	
TOPIC
	
READINGS
	COMMENTS

	
Monday


5/21
	· Introduction to the course

· Thinking about death
	
	

	
Tuesday

5/22
	· Thinking about death

· Project Guidelines
	CNC: Chapter 2; Chapter 3 (pp. 43-54)

Reader: Article 1
	· Bring in a recent picture



	
Wednesday

5/23
	· The Death System
	CNC: Chapter 4

Reader: Article 29
	

	
Thursday

5/24
	· Cross-cultural Perspectives


	CNC: Chapter 5

Bliatout (1993) (e-reserves)
Reader : Article 12
	Exam 1


	
Tuesday

5/29
	· The Experience of Dying
· Library Work:  Find references for project)
	CNC: Chapter 6

	Discussion 1
(First death encounters)

	
Wednesday

5/30
	· The Experience of Dying

· W;t


	E-Reserves:  Maciejewski, et al. (2007)
	

	
Thursday

5/31
	· The Experience of Dying

· Hospice
	CNC: Chapter 8

Reader:  Articles 13 & 15
	Exam 2

Hospice Speaker Unity Hospice


	
DATE

	
TOPIC

	
READINGS

	COMMENTS



	
	
TOPIC
	READINGS
	COMMENTS

	Monday

6/4
	· Medical Ethics
	CNC: Chapter 16

Reader: Articles 18 & 25
	Discussion 2
(Death awareness)

	Tuesday

6/5
	· Medical Ethics
	CNC: Chapter 18

Reader: Articles 20 & 22
	

	Wednesday

6/6
	· Children and Death
	CNC: Chapter 12 & 13

Reader: Articles 39, 40
	

	Thursday

6/7
	· Adults and Death


	CNC: Chapters 14 & 15

Reader: Article 10


	Exam 3

	Monday

6/11
	· Funerals
	CNC: Chapter 11

Reader: Article 30 
	Proko-Wall, 1630 E. Mason 468-4111

	
Tuesday

6/12
	· Bereavement, Grief, & Mourning


	CNC: Chapter 9

Reader: Article 33
	Discussion 3
(Funerals)

	
Wednesday

6/13
	· Bereavement, Grief, & Mourning
	CNC: Chapter 10

Reader: Article 35
	Projects Due
(Brief Presentation of Findings)

	
Thursday

6/14
	· Death Education and Counseling 

· Wrap-up of Course


	CNC: Chapter 1

Reader: Articles 6 & 7
www.adec.org
	Exam 4

HAPPY SUMMER!


NOTE: Scheduling of topics may be revised.



	“I affirm that this paper reflects my own work and writing.” 





Signature, Date








