Selected Literature for Children about Death and Grieving

PICTURE AND COLORING BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOLERS AND BEGINNING READERS:
About the deaths of pets and other animals:

Blackburn, L. B. (1987). Timothy Duck: The Story of the Death of a Friend.

Brown, L. K., & Brown, M. (1996). When Dinosaurs Die: A Guide to Understanding Death.

Brown, M. W. (1958). The Dead Bird.

Dodge, N. C. (1984). Thumpy's Story: A Story of Love and Grief Shared by Thumpy, the Bunny.

Kantrowitz, M. (1973). When Violet Died.

O'Toole, D. (1988). Aarvy Aardvark Finds Hope.

Rylant, C. (1995). Dog Heaven.

Stickney, D. (I 985). Water Bugs and Dragonflies.

 Stull, E. G. (1964). My Turtle Died Today. 

Varley, S. (1992). Badger's Parting Gifts.

Viorst, J. (1971). The Tenth Good Thing about Barney. 

Warburg, S. S. (1969). Growing Time. 

Wilhelm, H. (1985). I'll Always Love You.

About the deaths of grandparents, parents, and other adults:

Bartoli, J. (1975). Nonna

De Paola, T. (1973). Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs.

Fassler, J. (1971). My Grandpa Died Today

Hazen, B. S. (1985). Why Did Grandpa Die? A Book about Death

Zolotow, C. (1974). My Grandson Lew

About the deaths of siblings, peers, and other children:

Clardy, A. E (1984). Dusty Was My Friend: Coming to Terms with Loss.

Cohn, J. (1987). I Had a Friend Named Peter: Talking to Children about the Death of a Friend.

Weir, A. B. (1992). Am I Still a Big Sister?

About other sorts of death-related events:

Boulden, J. (1989). Saying Goodbye.

Fassler, D., & McQueen, K. (1990). What's a Virus Anyway? The Kids' Book about AIDS.

Gaines-Lane, G. (1995). My Memory Book.

Heegaard, M. E. (1988). When Someone Very Special Dies.

Jordan, M. K. (1989). Losing Uncle Tim.

Mellonie, B., & lngpen, R. (1983). Lifetimes: A Beautiful Way to Explain Death To Children.

STORYBOOKS AND OTHER TEXTS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL READERS

About the deaths of pets and other animals:

Carrick, C. (1976). The Accident. 

Graeber, C. (1982). Mustard. 

White, E. B. (1952). Charlotte's Web.

About the deaths of grandparents, parents, and other adults:

Buck, P. S. (1948). The Big Wave.

Bunting, E. (1982). The Happy Funeral

Donnelly, E. (1981). So Long, Grandpa.

Goodman, M. B. (1990). Vanishing Cookies: Doing OK When a Parent Has Cancer

Krementz, J. (1981). How It Feels When a Parent Dies.
McNamara, J. W. (1994). My Mom Is Dying: A Child's Diary.

Miles, M. (1971). Annie and the Old One.

Powell, E. S. (1990). Geranium Morning.

Saltzman, D. (1995). The Jester Has Lost His Jingle.

Simon, N. (1979). We Remember Philip.

Whitehead, R. (1971). The Mother Tree.

About the deaths of siblings, peers, and other children:

Chin-Yee, E (1988). Sam's Story: A Story for Families Surviving Sudden Infant

Death Syndrome.

Coburn, J. B. (1964). Annie and the Sand Dobbies: A Story about Death for Chil​dren and Their Parents. 

Coerr, E. (1977). Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. 

Dean, A. (1991). Meggie's Magic.

Greene, C. C. (1976). Beat the Turtle Drum. 

Krementz, J. (1989). How It Feels to Fight for Your Life. 

Smith, D. B. (1973). A Taste of Blackberries.

About post-death events:

Arnold, C. (1987). What We Do When Someone Dies.

Coleman, P. (1996). Where the Balloons Go.

Corley, E. A. (1973). Tell Me about Death, Tell Me about Funerals.
Goldman, L. (1997). Bart Speaks Out: An Interactive Storybook for Young Children about                                   Suicide.


Johnson, J, & Johnson, M. (1978) Tell Me, Papa: A Family Book for Children's Questions about Death and Funerals

Selected Literature for Adults about Children and Death
Corr, C. A., & Corr, D. M. (Eds.). (1996). Handbook of Childhood Death and Bereavement. New York: Springer. A comprehensive resource for under​standing and helping children in their encounters with death and bereave​ment.

Fitzgerald, H. (1992). The Grieving Child: A Parent's Guide. New York: Simon & Schuster. Practical advice for parents and other helpers.

Gordon, A. K., & Klass, D. (1979). They Need to Know: How to Teach Children about Death. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. Provides a rationale and goals for teaching children about death, plus suggested curricula, activities, and resources laid out by grade level from preschool through high school.

Grollman, E. A. (1990). Talking About Death: A Dialogue between Parent and Child (3rd ed.). Boston: Beacon. Principles for helping children; a passage to be read with a child; guidelines for responding to questions that might arise from the read-along section; and a list of helpful resources.

Jewett, C. L. (1982). Helping Children Cope with Separation and Loss. Boston: Harvard Common Press. Suggested techniques from a child and family therapist built around a phase theory of grief and mourning.

Rudman, M. K., Gagne, K.D., & Bernstein, J. E. (1993). Books to Help Chil​dren Cope with Separation and Loss (4th ed.; vols. 1 & 2 by Bernstein alone, 1977, 1984; vol. 3 with Rudman, 1989.) New Providence, NJ: R. R. Bowker. Informed and sensitive descriptions of hundreds of books for children. Broad topical range, keen evaluations, and guidance about the use of books to help children cope with loss and grief.

Schaefer, D., & Lyons, C. (1993). How Do We Tell the Children? (2nd ed.).

New York: Newmarket. Helpful advice for parents from a funeral director and his colleague.

Wass, H., & Corr, C. A. (1984a). Childhood and Death. Washington, DC: Hemisphere. Sections on death, dying, bereavement, suicide, and helping children, plus selected, annotated resources (books for adults, books for children, organizations, and audiovisuals).

Wass, H., & Corr, C. A. (1984b). Helping Children Cope with Death: Guidelines and Resources (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: Hemisphere. Guidelines for par​ents and other adults, plus annotated resources (printed materials, audio​visuals, and organizations).

Wolfelt, A. D. (1996). Healing the Bereaved Child: Grief Gardening, Growth through Grief and Other Touchstones for Caregivers. Fort Collins, CO: Com​passion Press. Advice, suggested activities, and resources for helping grieving' children from a clinical psychologist.

