HumDev 336/Fall 2007

GENDER ACROSS THE LIFE SPAN

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR EXAM 4

Readings:  Lippa:  Chapter 5;  Maccoby (1998) Chapters 1 – 3; 6, 8, 9; Etaugh & Bridges (2004)

Please note:  This exam will have approximately 25 multiple choice questions, five short answer questions, and 1 essay (choice out of two).
1. Describe several ways in which parents’ childrearing behaviors encourage the social learning of gender.

2. In Chapter 5 of Lippa (2005), there is a discussion of the consequences of gender stereotypes.  Describe at least three that are presented in this section.
3. Throughout this semester we have been acknowledging that boys are more harshly socialized than girls.  Discuss three sources of evidence to support this conclusion.
4. You are an anthropologist from the planet “Androgynous.”  You disguise yourself as a human, and quickly observe that the young of this species divides into two cultural groups called “boys” and “girls.”  Describe each culture to your superiors, taking into account their behaviors, patterns of interaction, and language.

5. Describe some of the gender differences that have been observed in student-teacher interactions.

6. Some of the gender-related behaviors seen in the classroom may be related to teacher expectations.  What are some of the examples of teachers’ beliefs about boys and girls, and how do these beliefs influence teachers’ feedback to their students?

7. How are school success and failure differentially interpreted by boys and girls?

8. Describe three aspects of television that reflect gender role stereotypes.

9. Describe evidence that suggests that television and other forms of media really has an effect on children’s gender stereotypes.

10.
Chapters 8 – 9 of Maccoby (1998) discuss how childhood patterns of 
gendered peer groups affect adult behaviors.  Take each of the adult 
issues discussed by Maccoby (heterosexual relationships, and 

work) and describe how the gender 
segregation of childhood has an I
mpact on each.

11.
Look over the article by Etaugh & Bridges (2004) on later adulthood.  
Describe how aging interacts with gender, particularly with regard to:

· attitudes toward elderly women and men

· relationships in later life

· widowhood

· living arrangements

· ways in which older men and women can retain their vitality

12,
So…what do you think of gender development now?  What is due to nature, 
and what is due to nurture?  Is this a 50/50 situation, or how does the 
interaction of both play out?  

