Gender Development Across the Life Span/Fall 2007
Worksheet #9
Due:  Thursday, November 29, 2007

Objectives for Assignment:

1. To compare and contrast the characteristics offered and requested by men and women in the personal ads.

2.
To determine if your observations conform to what has been observed in the literature about gender and relationships.

3.
To promote class discussion on physical attractiveness, gender and relationships.

Collect 5 personal ads from a newspaper or the Internet.  Code the ads from the content analysis system devised by Gonzales & Meyers (1993).  

Attractiveness:   This category includes any mention of attributes related to physical attractiveness such as body build, beauty, eye color, slimness, age, etc.

Financial Security:   This involves mention of financial stability and success such as professional occupation, career, home ownership, etc.

 Expressiveness:   This category includes traits usually associated with women and femininity in this culture, including emotional responsiveness, nurturance, caring, etc.

Instrumentality:  This category includes traits usually associated with men and masculinity in this culture, including competitiveness, achievement orientation, dominance, etc.

 Sincerity:   Mentions of a committed, monogamous relationship are included in this category.  The authors of this study also included terms such as faithful, and one-woman man.

 Sexual References:  This category includes references to preferences for specific sexual acts or roles, physical contract, sexual fantasies, and the like.

Code the ads twice.  First, code the characteristics offered by the advertiser (how they describe themselves), then code the characteristics sought by the advertiser (what they are looking for).  A consistent finding in the literature is that physical attractiveness is an important factor in interpersonal attraction and mate selection.  
· Did you find traditional gender-role stereotypes reflected in the personal ads? 
· Did you find evidence of some of the main themes described in Chapter 8 by Maccoby (1998), such as “social customs, “ “what each sex wants,” “balance of power, “ “the meaning of relationships,” or any other point raised by Maccoby, chapter 8?
· Be sure to inform us as to how many ads you coded, their source, and whether they were for heterosexuals, homosexuals, or both.

