Human Development 331-001 - Infancy and Early Childhood, Fall 2007

MW 2:00 – 3:15  MAC208 (Course #11728)

Dr. Illene C. Noppe

MAC C313, ext. 2703; E-Mail: noppei@uwgb.edu
Course Web Site:  www.uwgb.edu/humdev/noppei 

Office Hours:
MW: 9:00 – 11:00.; TTh 11:00 – 12:00 and by appointment.  These hours may be interrupted by various university-related commitments. If you are coming from out of town, please check with me before coming in.

Course Description
In this course I wish to explore with you the amazing journey of human development during the first 6 years of life.  Together, we will consider a number of fascinating questions, including:

· How can we foster healthy development by capitalizing on the natural resilience of children?

· What abilities are babies born with?  How do they learn about their world?

· How do babies and children communicate, first nonverbally and then through language?

· What’s going on in a child’s brain during the first 6 years of life?

· Is day care good, bad, or neutral in its effects on infant and young children’s development?

· What can be learned from cross-cultural studies of infants and young children?

Course Goals
Students completing this course should be able to:

1.
Appreciate the rich cultural and social context in which infants and young children develop.

2.
Know and understand the major theoretical explanations of infant and early childhood behavior.

3.
Become familiar with some of the research in infancy and early childhood and learn how to evaluate the findings.

4.
Discuss the practical implications of the theoretical work and research (empirical) findings on this period of the life span.

5.
Learn about the cognitive and social competencies of infants and young children and how they change over the first 6 years of life.

6.

Learn how to think like a developmentalist, by observing and analyzing aspects of 
infant and/or early childhood development and behavior.

7.
Relate what you have learned in class to your personal life. 

8.
Understand and use APA style.

Prerequisites:  Hum Dev 210 or Psych 102

Textbooks:
Gross, D. (2008). Infancy:  Development fro birth to age 3. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

E-reserve readings accessible from the UW-Green Bay Library web site.  See list of readings.


Any manual, handbook, pamphlet or handout on APA style, Fifth Edition.  For those of you who are seriously considering becoming a Human Development or Psychology major, you may want to consider purchasing the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Materials on the use of APA style appear on the web site for this course.  
Course Requirements:



1.
Exams: (Four exams: One through three = 12% of grade; Four = 14% of final grade). Multiple choice and essay questions which will come from material in the lectures, discussions, and readings. 

2.
Individual Project (Two projects each worth 20% of final grade): Each student will be required to conduct two small-scale projects from the list provided on a guidelines sheet.  This requirement is designed to provide students with the opportunity to critically observe and evaluate infant and/or early childhood behavior relevant to a specific topic keyed to the class discussion and specific readings. After completion of their projects, students will write up their findings, incorporating textbook, readings and articles into their discussion. Guidelines will be forthcoming.

3.
Observation Sheets for Infant, Toddler and Preschool Observation Days (Three sheets, each worth 2% of final grade).   These forms will be provided on the days that we have children come to the classroom.  Students will make note of developmental milestones as well as the implications of these behaviors.
4.
Class Participation:
(4% of Total Grade).  For this course, you are asked to be an active learner.  This means attending classes, participating in class discussions and activities, taking accurate and complete notes, and attentively reading the assignments. Your contributions to in-class discussion will be valued and so noted. Although there are no penalties for missing most classes, there are classes that require attendance.  These are for all quizzes, dates that assignments are due, and the days that are assigned for working on and presenting your observations.  Any student who misses approximately one-third or more class sessions (10) will receive a failing grade for the course.  In addition, 6 extra percentage points will be added to the final quiz score for perfect attendance. The ONLY excused absence for this extra credit option is a school-related function.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the beginning of each class.

​Grading: 




Based on 100 points: 





A = 90 – 100; 

BC = 75- 79;





AB = 86 – 89; 

C = 65 – 74;





B = 80 – 85; 

CD = 60 – 64;





D = 59.9 – 55;

F = 54.9 or less

Class Policies

1.
Honor Code:
All work for this course is based upon the assumption that 
students are applying the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  In 
order to affirm this practice, I am requiring that all written work include the 
following statement, which must be signed and dated. Your affirmation should 
appear on the back side of the last page of your paper. Papers without this 
affirmation will not be graded


I affirm that this paper reflects my own work and writing.” 

Signature, Date

2.
  Attendance is expected for each class session  (see section on “Class 
Participation”).

3.
You are expected to hand in all work on time at the beginning of class. Points will be deducted for work that is turned in late (after a specified deadline, without a valid, pre-approved deadline).  Makeup exams will not be given except for extreme circumstances.

4.
 No handwritten work will be accepted.

5.  If you are having problems at any point in time with the above requirements, please don't hesitate to see me. 

6.  Please turn off cell phones, beepers and other noisy electronic devices during 
class.

7.
As required by federal law and UW-Green Bay policy for Individuals with Disabilities, students with a documented disability who need accommodations must contact the Disability Services Office at 465-2841. Reasonable accommodations can be made unless they alter the essential components of the class. Contact the instructor and Disability Services Coordinator in a timely manner to formulate alternative arrangements.

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READINGS
	ASSIGNMENTS/

COMMENTS

	
	
	
	

	Sept 5 
	Introduction/
Resiliency
	
	

	Sept 10 – Sept 12
	Resiliency & The Infancy and Early Child in Historical Perspective
	Gross (Chapter 1)
Werner (1989)

Bronfenbrenner (1994)
	Bring in a picture

	Sept 17 – Sept 19
	Birth and the Newborn: Focus on Reflexes
	Gross (Chapter 2);
Lipsitt (2003)
	

	Sept 24 – Sept 26
	Physical Development: Focus on Brain Development
	Gross (Chapter 5)
	

	Oct 1 – Oct 3
	Exam 1
Babies in the Classroom (Thursday)
	
	--

Observation Sheet #1

	Oct 8 – Oct 10
	Sensation, Perception and Motor Development

Focus on Nutrition
	Gross (Chapter 6)

Lumeng (2005)

Solchany (2007)
	

	Oct 15 – Oct 17
	Cognitive Development
	Gross (Chapter 7)

	

	Oct 22 – Oct 24
	Language and Communication
	Gross (Chapter 8)
Iverson & Goldin-Meadow (2005)
	Project #1 Due October 22

	Oct 29 – Oct 31
	Exam 2
Toddlers in the Classroom
	
	--

Observation Sheet #2

	Nov 5 – Nov 7
	Relationships and Social Development:
Focus on Attachment
	Gross (Chapter 9)
Morelli et al. (1992)
	

	Nov 12 – Nov 14
	Temperament, Emotions and the Self

The Effects of Day Care
	Gross (Chapter 10)
Gross (Chapter 11)

Elicker (2002)
	

	Nov 19 – Nov 21
	Exam 3
Preschoolers in the Classroom
	
	--

Observation Sheet #3

	Nov 26 – Nov 28
	Early Childhood Cognitive Development
	Trawick-Smith (2006)
	Project #2 Due November 28

	Dec 3 – Dec 5
	Early Childhood Peer Development
	
	

	Dec 10 – Dec 12
	Issues in Infancy & Early Childhood: Music, Media and ADHD
	Gross (Chapter 12)
Panksepp (1998)

Christakis et al (2004)
	

	December 17
	Final Exam
	
	3:30 – 5:30


READING LIST (ON E-RESERVES ON UWGB LIBRARY WEBSITE)
Bronfenbrenner, U. (1994).  Ecological models of human development.  International Encyclopedia of Education (2nd ed., Vol. 3, pp. 1643-1647). Oxford, England:  Elsevier Sciences, Ltd.  
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Panksepp, J. (1998).  Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders, psychostimulants, and intolerance of childhood playfulness:  A tragedy on the making?  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 7, 91-98.
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Trawick-Smith, J. (2006). Cognitive development in the preschool years.  In J. Trawick-Smith. Early childhood development: A multicultural perspective (4th ed., pp. 226-254). Upper Saddle River New Jersey: Pearson. 

Vandell, D.L., Nenide, L., & Van Winke, S.J. (2006). Peer relationships in early childhood. In K. McCartney & D. Phillips (Eds.), Blackwell handbook of early childhood development (pp. 455 – 470).  Malden MA: Blackwell Publishing.
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	“I affirm that this paper reflects my own work and writing.” 





Signature, Date














