ICN/HUD 331/Infancy & Early Childhood/Fall 2007 

Study Guide for Exam 4


Readings: Gross (2008) Chapters 9, 10, 12; Morelli et al, (1992); Trawick-Smith (2006), Vandell et al (2006); Panksepp (1998); Christakis et al. (2004)

Exam 4 will have approximately 50 multiple-choice questions.  In addition, there will be a choice of one out of two essay questions. 


Please be sure to bring your ID number with you to class for your scantron sheet.

1.
What do we mean by “attachment” in infants?  

2.
Before John Bowlby, what were some of the theoretical perspectives used to explain the infant’s attachment to his or her mother?

3.
Why did Bowlby use the ethological perspective to explain the infant’s attachment to his or her mother?

4.
What are some of the similar patterns of behavior that have been observed from Harlow’s surrogate monkey research and the human attachment research?

5.  
What is the difference between attachment and bonding?

6.
What are the stages in the process of attachment?  Does attachment emerge full blown right after birth?

7.
What is the Strange Situation?  What patterns of attachment emerge from this procedure, and what do they tell us about infant relationships? What are some other ways of assessing attachment?

8.
What is an “internal working model” and why is this concept important to attachment theorists?

9. 
Compare the importance of “vertical” and “horizontal” relationships.  Are 

they equally important across the first 3 years of life?  If not, how does 

their influence change?
10.

Compare the influence of mothers and fathers on babies during the first 3 
years of life.  To the extent that differences in these roles exist, how do 
they influence development in infancy and toddlerhood?

11.

If you knew a couple considering adopting an infant from an orphanage, 
what advice would you give them?  What sort of information would you 
suggest that they gather about the infant or the institution?  How would 
that information be useful?

12.

How does the attachment relationship affect physical, cognitive, and social 
development?  Are there other aspects of development that might also be 
affected by the attachment relationship?  How might you study those 
effects?

13.

Compare the importance of the attachment relationship with the influence 
of sibling and peer relationships from birth to age 3.

14.
What is temperament?  Describe the three styles of infant temperament.  What research suggests that it is biologically acquired?  What research tells us of the environmental impact?

15.

Is there a relationship between attachment and temperament?  Discuss 
why researchers might think that there such a relationship.

16.

How might parents and other caregivers differ in their behavior toward 
infants and toddlers if they believe that temperament is largely 
unchangeable, as opposed to believing that temperament can be modified 
by experience?

17.

How does temperament influence early relationships with family members, 
other caregivers, and peers?  How does it affect infants’ and toddlers’ 
developing sense of self?

18.

How do infants and toddlers learn to regulate their emotions?

19.
What are some of the cultural differences with respect to attitudes toward 
co-sleeping?  In order to answer this question, describe Morelli et al.’s 
(1992) research.

20.

What possible role may early television viewing have in influencing the 
attention spans of young children?  Describe the Christakis et al. (2004) 
study to support your points. 

21.
What does Panksepp (1998) argue in his article on Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorders?  How does he feel about medicating those 
children diagnosed with ADHD?  What are his feelings on rough-and-
tumble play?  

22.
Over the course of the semester we’ve learned about a variety of milestones in child development.  Considering your readings, class discussions, lectures, film clips and the “infant and early childhood shows”, describe a typical 3-year old.  A good response will include (but is not limited to) such characteristics as physical growth, motor development, brain functioning, social competence, language development, eating 

habits, sleeping habits and cognitive development.
23.
Are preschoolers really as egocentric as has been claimed?  Provide examples of both egocentric and nonegocentric behavior.
24.
Noppe always claims that the cognitive development during the early childhood years means solving the puzzle of disentangling appearances from reality.  What is it about preschool cognition that makes the appearance/reality distinction the great intellectual challenge of this period of development?  How do children learn about the distinction between the two?

25.
What is symbolic thought and what are some important abilities it allows?

26.
Present some of the major characteristics of preoperational thinking.

27.
What is conservation?
28.
In a conservation tasks, when you ask a child who can conserve, “How do you know?” what are some of his or her possible explanations?

29.
Piaget thought that children’s private speech reflected their egocentrism.  Lev Vygotsky had a very different view of private speech.  Contrast Vygotsky’s ideas of private speech with Piaget’s ideas. Of what value is private speech (or self-talk) to the preschooler? 

30.
What do we mean by the child’s “theory of mind?”

31.
What are some examples of animistic beliefs?

32.
Describe John Flavell’s research on the appearance-reality distinction.  
How does this relate to early childhood cognition?

33.
Why can three-year-olds solve Judy DeLoache’s model task, but 2 year-olds cannot?

34.
Describe a socially competent  preschooler.

35.
What is significant about peer relationships during the preschool years?
36.
What can parents, educators, and the community (a la Bronfenbrenner) do in order to foster peer development in young children?
37.

How would you respond to a new parent who is considering buying CDs 



featuring Mozart for Babies in order to make her baby smarter?
38.
If you wanted to go beyond correlational research to study the effects of 


television viewing on children younger than 3 years of age, what sort of 


experiment would you design?  What do you think you would find?

39.
What do infants and toddlers gain and lose from interacting with smart 


books and toys? How might these interactions affect their physical, 



cognitive, social, and emotional development?

