June 23, 2000 - Meeting

Present: Scott Furlong, Mike Stearny, Chuck Matter, John Gerow, Brenda Amenson-Hill, Aeron Haynie, Ann Deprey, Mimi Kubsch, Sarah Meredith, Marlene Regan, Georganna Wilson-Doenges

Absent: Linda Toonen, Cheryl Grosso, Laura Sear, Leanne Hansen, Nicole Suchome, Shannon Byrne

1.) Meeting convened at 1:00 p.m.

2.) The committee immediately addressed the recommendations to be discussed.

3.) Recommendation I, Bullet 4 - the wording should be changed from Freshman Seminar Class to New Student Seminar.

4.) Elements of SOAR Programming were discussed.  It was reiterated that the purpose of SOAR is still the students’ first contact with the university and faculty.  The possibility of 2 SOAR sessions a day was also discussed.

5.) Recommendation II, Bullet 1 - The phrasing “ mandatory for all incoming Freshman” should be altered to mandatory for all incoming Freshman and transfer students.”

6.) Recommendation II, New Student Seminar


The Committee’s comments were as follows:


1.) The first paragraph clearly states the mission.


2.) The phrasing “challenging them more than academically” should be changed to

“intellectual challenge.”

3.) The Committee supports the 1-2 credit distribution.

7.) Recommendation III, p.2


1.) It was pointed out the word “effective” was used twice and one should be changed.


2.) Same rewriting of bullets 4 & 5 is in order.  7 bullets should be made instead of 5.


3.) p.4 - It was suggested that the training for the New Student Seminar be both students


facilitators and faculty together.  The students would be valuable to this training for their


input as well as what they should learn.


4.) p.5 Clarification is needed on last sentence.

8.) It was pointed out that the word transfers must be included throughout recommendations.  Extensive discussion also raised the question whether transfer students need to take Intro to College for credit.  It was suggested that Intro to College:


a.) Be mandatory program for new Freshman and Transfer Students.


b.) Perhaps the transfer student needs to only participate in the “social” part of Intro and


not the study skills.


c.) Be funded through tuition revenue, i.e., fee attached to entertainment.


d.) Leave the social topics (date rape, etc.) to the program elements of SOAR.

9.)Extensive discussion continued on Intro to College for transfer students.


a.) It was pointed out that 14-18 sessions would have to be added to teach transfers.


b.) Transfer students would need to know about the Learning Plan Portfolio.  After extensive discussion and input from all committee members, one member pointed out that no matter what we do, someone will NOT be happy.

The recommendation that finally emerged from the discussions is:

If student has completed their General Education Requirements, the student does not need to take the New Student Seminar.  Intro to College Program for transfer students will be a dual-track, mandatory program for Freshman and Transfers.

10.) It was also pointed out that Recommendation # 3 needs to be folded into Recommendation # 2, Part VI, and not stand by itself as a recommendation.

The meeting ended with an optimistic energy and good feeling about the committee’s work.  The chair thanked the committee members for their industrious work and stated this was the final meeting of this committee.

Meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

