
Minutes: Competency-Based General Education Committee (approved April 4, 2000) 

Meeting 1: March 28, 2000 

Present: Greg Aldrete, Lucy Arendt, Greg Davis, Dick Logan, Illene Noppe, Brian Sutton, Tim Trace, Sherri Urcavich 

Materials Review. 

The Committee reviewed a variety of materials related to its charge, including: 

1. The official Competency-Based General Education Committee charge. 

2. A two-page document previously distributed to the Learning Experience Planning Committee by Jeff Entwistle that described the CBGE Committee's deadline, process recommendations (e.g., "It is essential that input and perspectives (both positive and negative) from all corners of campus are actively sought out during this process"), and compensation issues. 

3. Handouts from the Chancellor's "Community Breakfast Presentation" on the Student Learning Experience (March 23, 2000). Arendt described the presentation and community members' reactions to the presentation. 

4. The Final Report of the Task Force on the Compelling Idea. 

5. A report prepared by Alverno College on "Student Learning Outcomes" [information only, not discussed by the Committee] 

Discussion. 

The Committee brainstormed and listed issues, questions, areas needing resolution, etc. in response to Recommendations VI and VII of the Final Report of the Task Force on the Compelling Idea, as follows: 

1. Who is doing the evaluation (assessment)? 

2. What are the competencies that all students will be expected to demonstrate? 

3. Must we conform to the recommended competencies in the Task Force report (i.e., are we free to add/delete/modify the areas specified in the Report)? 

4. We have to come up with assessment methods, especially methods to assess interdisciplinarity. 

5. We need to communicate regularly with the other subcommittees, especially the High Impact, First Contact Committee. 

6. Our report has to be very specific, so that the next group can attach numbers/resources required to our recommendations. 

7. Independent study issue: At present, if a course is being offered, a student may not complete an independent study of the same. Will this change? How? 

8. We must be mindful of the workload associated with our recommendations. For example, increasing the emphasis on "testing out" of courses or completing independent studies in lieu of regular classes will lead to increased workload for whomever is responsible for the coordination and assessment of these alternative means for demonstrating competency. 

9. Depending on the configuration and array of competencies, students may have to take courses to achieve some/many of the competencies. 

Decisions and Agreements. 

1. The Committee decided to tackle the two recommendations as one group, rather than splitting the Committee. 

2. The Committee decided to meet weekly. 

3. The Committee agreed that it would need to stay in close contact with the other Learning Experience subcommittees, given the central nature of our Committee's charge. 

4. The Committee agreed that assessment of competencies would present a major challenge. 

Information Needed. 

Logan suggested that the CBGE Committee seek copies of the one or two General Education Task Force reports completed within the past few years. Arendt agreed to locate and distribute copies of information downloaded by Logan for the General Education Council on competency-based education. 

Next Meeting. 

Tuesday, April 4, 2000, from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. in the ES 301 Conference Room. 

Committee members were asked to consider two questions before the next meeting: 

1. What questions will our final report answer? 

2. What do we think all UW-Green Bay graduates should know and be able to do?

