Education 422

Reading in the Content Areas

5:30-8:30 p.m. Monday

Fall 2004

WH 455

Instructor:


Sandra M. Stokes, Ph.D.

Office:



416B Wood Hall

Office Phone:


465-2406

422/ 622 Office Hour:

M3-4:30 & by appointment

Other Office Hours:

T7:00-7:45 a.m., Howe Neighborhood Resource Center;





W4:00-5:00 p.m., East High School

This syllabus is for those students who are seeking initial teaching licensure.

Reading

Content, Strategic

Understanding, Learning, Changing

Lifelong learning

Constructing Meaning

Course  Description

Practical guidelines for classroom teachers in subject areas: English, social studies, mathematics, science, etc.  Suggestions for teaching reading and study skills related to content, specialized and technical vocabulary, and planning a unit with colleagues are included.  Text structure and organization, the use of portfolios, problems with text structure, and using the arts to foster learning will be discussed.  

An understanding of the reading process, its relationship to cognitive development, and reading acquisition with at risk readers will be promoted through the tutoring of young children for a minimum of 20 hours.  These 20 hours are spent under the direction of a reading specialist/teacher/Title I teacher; placements are made by the course instructor.  Prerequisites: Admission to teacher education and/or Education 361.

Required  Texts
Buehl, D. (2001). Classroom strategies for interactive learning. (2d ed.). Newark, 

DE: International Reading Association.

International Reading Association (2004). Adolescent literacy study group packet


Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

Morrow, L. M. & Walker, B.J. (1998).  The reading team: A handbook for

volunteer tutors K-3. Newark, DE: International Reading Associatio

COURSE   REQUIREMENTS

I. Analysis/Synthesis of Strategies

Working in same discipline groups for discussion, you will read, analyze, and synthesize information about strategies, primarily derived from the Buehl text, that pertain to your content area.  Your paper will be a group effort.  All of the strategies in your content area must be included in your group paper.  Length: A minimum of 2 and maximum of 3 pages, double spaced, using a 12 point font.  Date due:.  This assignment counts as 5% of your grade.  (Completing this assignment will enable you to address Wisconsin Standards 4, 6, 9, and 10.)
Rubric for grading:

4= 
All of the strategies are included, with a through and complete discussion of each strategy.

3=
Almost to all of the strategies are included, with a discussion that is almost complete.

2=
Almost all of the strategies are included, with a discussion that is neither complete nor thorough.

1=
Almost all of the strategies are included, with a discussion that is barely adequate.

II. Adolescent Literacy Study Group

Working in mixed groups for discussion, you will read the professional materials contained in the IRA Adolescent Literacy packet.  The groups will operate like literature circles, with rotating roles for the group members.  Assignments will include written journal responses as well as the literature circle assignments.  Dates due: See the weekly schedule for the reading assignments.  This assignment counts as 40% of your grade.(Completing this assignment will enable you to address Wisconsin Standards 1, 4, 6, 9, and 10.)

Rubric for grading:

4= 
Answers to the questions are complete; references where appropriate to the Unrah and Morrow/Walkers texts are given.

3=
Answers to the questions are more than average in completion; references where appropriate to the Unrah and Morrow/Walker texts are given.

2=
Average completeness of the answers to the questions, with few to no citations given.

1=
Below average completeness of the answers to the questions, with few to no citations given.

III. Analysis of Your Tutoring Experience

You will be working with the Century 21grant funded after school program at 

either Fort Howard or Jefferson Elementary School.  Training will be provided 

during class time on September 13.  If you are not present on September 13, you

will need to attend the soonest community training session given by the same 

professionals who will train you.

Based on your tutoring experience, you will write a paper that is a minimum of ten 

pages in which you analyze the strengths and difficulties of the reader(s) with 

whom you worked as well as the successes and failures of your work with the 

reader(s).  Your paper MUST specifically reference the discussions of both the 

reading process and the elements of the tutoring experience.  The paper must be a 

minimum of 10 pages, double spaced, with 12 point font.  Date due:.December 6. 

This assignment counts as  20% of your grade.  (Completing this assignment will 

enable you to address Wisconsin Standards 4, 7, 9, and 10.)

Rubric for grading:

4=
Complete description of the reader(s) as well as the reader’s (s’) progress throughout the semester; growth in development as compared with the reading process is discussed; complete references are given at appropriate points.

3=
Better than average description of the reader(s) as well as the reader’s (s’) 


progress throughout the semester; growth in development of the reading process is discussed; complete references are given at appropriate points.

2=
Average description of the reader(s) as well as the reader’s (s’) progress throughout the semester; incomplete description of the growth in development of the reading process is discussed; incomplete references are given.

1=
Below average description of the reader(s) as well as the reader’s (s’) progress throughout the semester; growth in development is discussed; incomplete references are given.

IV.
Unit  Plan
You will work with colleagues from other content areas to develop a unit plan, which will be a web page with links. Your unit plan must include the following individual projects with dates due throughout the semester.  These assignments should be turned in on paper or made available electronically for the course instructor to view and assess.

Rubrics for grading:

4=
Completeness

3=
Above average completeness

2=
Average completeness

1=
Below average completeness

1. Write a reading autobiography in which you describe yourself as a reader.

Due: September 20.  (Completing this assignment will enable you to address Wisconsin Standard 9.)

2.
Develop a student interest inventory which can be administered to determine students' expressed interests in your content area.  Approximately 25 items would be appropriate.  Due: September 27.

3.
Develop an activity for creating a common experience for all of the students, which you can then build upon when teaching your unit.  Due October 11.

4.
Identify the relevant academic standards your unit will address.  Due: October 18.
5.
Compose three lists of technical words which are unique to your content area. Due: October 18.
List l should contain 25 words that are particular to your subject area.  Each entry should 
include the technical meaning as it applies to your subject area.

List 2 should be comprised of 10 words, which are both common words and words which have a separate meaning in your content area (i.e., See project #1 for an example of such a word.).


List 3 should have 15 abbreviations/signs/symbols which are used with special meaning in your subject area.  Each entry should include the pronunciation and meaning.

6.
Develop two activities to teach/reinforce the vocabulary identified in Lists I and  2 of Project #3.   Due: October 25.
7.
Develop an annotated bibliography of at least 20 sources (books or journals) for your professional reference and at least 20 suggested readings (books or magazines) for students to build interest and background knowledge in your content area. The professional references can be on any topic that would enhance your teaching while the student references should primarily focus on the topic of your unit plan.  Due: November 1.
8.
Create a link from your web page to at least 20 resources available for students and a list of at least 20 professional resources from other Internet sites.  Due: November 1.

9.
Complete the General Textbook Reading Checklist in the Cofrin Library’s Instructional Materials Center on November 8.

10.
Using the General Textbooks Reading Checklist from the previous 

assignment separate typed sheet of paper, describe the type of  EXPOSITORY text structure(s) used most often in your content area.   Due:November 15.

11.
Explain how you would teach the text structure(s) you have identified in #9 to  your students.  Due:November 22.

12.
Using your group strategies paper as a resource, identify which strategies you will use in teaching the unit and explain why you will use these strategies.  Include an explanation of how and why you would use the strategies.  Due: November 29.
Your group’s complete unit plan. Due: December 13. Your unit plan will count for 30% of your grade.  (Completing this assignment will enable you to address Wisconsin Standards 1, 4, 6, 7, 9, and 10.)

V. 
Wisconsin  Standards  for Teacher  Development  and  Licensure  


Addressed  in  302-422
1 .
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students.  In this course, you should specifically address how you can make your content area meaningful to your students: the content you should address would be based on Wisconsin's Model Academic Standards for instruction.  (See Course Requirements II and IV# 2-12.)

E-folio skills:

· Create interdisciplinary learning experiences that encourage students to integrate knowledge, skills and methods of inquiry from several subject areas.

· Use different “ways of knowing” and methods of inquiry in teaching concepts.

· Evaluate teaching resources and curriculum materials for their comprehensiveness, accuracy, and usefulness in representing particular ideas and concepts.

· Develop and use curricula that encourage students to see, question, and interpret ideas from diverse perspectives.

E-folio knowledge:

· Major concepts, assumptions, processes of inquiry, and ways of knowing that are central to the discipline.

E-folio dispositions:

· The realization that subject matter is not a fixed body of facts but is complex and ever evolving.

4.
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies, including technology, to encourage students' development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.  In this course, you should address how you will foster higher order thinking of your content area among your students.  In addition, your use of a variety of strategies will be evaluated, which means that you should specifically identify strategies as well as how and why you would use the strategies.  In teaching, you should always have a purpose for the choices you make.  (See Course Requirements I, II, III, IV #2-12.)

E-folio knowledge:

· The principles and techniques as well as the advantages and limitations associated with various instructional strategies.

· How to enhance learning through a wide variety of materials as well as human and technological resources.

E-folio skills:

· Use a variety of teaching and learning strategies as appropriate.

· Use critical thinking and problem solving processes.

· Use technology across the curriculum.

E-folio dispositions:

· A commitment to produce complex thinking and performance for all students.

· Encourage creative “outside the box” thinking in applying new knowledge.

6.
The teacher effective verbal and nonverbal communication techniques as well as instructional media and technology to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the classroom.  In this course, your unit plan that you have put on the web should help you with this standard.  (See Course Requirements I, II, and IV #2-12.)

E-folio knowledge:

· How to use a variety of technological tools.

· How to design and organize a professional presentation using a variety of multimedia.

· How to integrate a variety of of multimedia in the classroom in support of student learning.

E-folio skills:

· Demonstrate basic technological literacy.

· Deliver electronic presentations.

· Prepare and implement instruction that effectively integrates a variety of technology tools for each major content area.

E-folio dispositions:

· Confidence in using technology in front of a group

· An appreciation for the use of technology as a tool for teaching learning, communication.

· Maintain a commitment to the use of technology as a tool for learning in the 21st century.

7.
The teacher organizes and plans systematic instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, pupils, community, and curriculum goals.  In this course, the unit you plan with colleagues will be appropriate to document this standard: any lesson plans that you devise for your work in your field placement can also go here.  If you place your unit plan in Standard 6, cross-reference it in Standard #7.  (See Course Requirements III and IV #2-12.)
E-folio knowledge:

· The elements of effective instruction..

· The history and purpose of standards, assessment and curriculum.

· Curriculum and pedagogy in given content areas.

E-folio skills:

Design instruction with the essential components using an effective format and organization.

Design instruction with standards, benchmarks and assessments embedded and identified.
E-folio dispositions:

· An appreciation for effective curriculum design and its relationship to successful teaching.

9.
The teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually evaluates the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (students, parents, and other professionals in the learning community) and who actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally. In this course, you should write a reflection on what you have learned from working with others, creating a unit plan, completing the projects, and what you have learned about interdisciplinary instruction.  (See Course Requirements I, II, III, and IV.)

E-folio knowledge:

· Reflection as a practice for growth

· Academic standards and curricula

· Opportunities for professional growth

E-folio skills:

· Critically reflect on teaching and learning.

E-folio dispositions:

· A desire and commitment to teaching and learning

· The value of on-going reflection on teaching and learning.

10.
The teacher fosters relationships with school colleagues, parents, and agencies in the larger community to support students' learning and wellbeing.  In documenting this standard, you should describe what you learned about working with Title I professionals as well as your colleagues.  You should explain what strengths you bring to collaborative work.

E-folio knowledge:

· The reflective teaching process,

· Teacher as learner.

· Professional alliances.

E-folio skills:

· Develop positive working relationships with schools, community and parents.

E-folio dispositions:

· Professional responsibility

· Commitment to life-long learning.

· A desire to research his/her teaching.

Your explanations and reflections as related to these standards are due on December 13 and will count for 5% of your grade.

WEEKLY     SCHEDULE

NOTE:  Readings are expected to have been completed by the date indicated.
Date


Topic





Assignment
9/13


Introduction; course overview;

Morrow & Walker,





interest inventories; reading


entire book





autobiographies; HOSTS reading




program training

9/20


Web page design. Meet in IS
1129J

Project #1 due 

9/27                                Adolescent literacy: today’s status

IRA position statement;





Vacca article; Moje,





Chap. 2; Dillon, Intro.





& Chap. 1; Project #2





due

10/4                                Content area standards



Moje, Chaps. 1 & 3;





McAndrew article
10/11


Characteristics of middle and high

Ivey & Broaddus 




schools; text structure;


article; Ivey article;










Dillon, Chaps. 3 & 5;










Project #3 due

10/18


Strategies: Bring the Buehl 
 

Buehl, entire book;

book to class; vocabulary


Weir article, Williams

article, Harmon article; Project #s4 & 5 due
10/25


Meet in IS 1129J



Project #6 due
11/1


The role of writing in a content area

Gorman article;

classroom
Moje, Chap. 7; Project #s 7 & 8 due





11/8


Text Organization; Meet in the Cofrin 
Moje, Chap. 6;


Library’s  Instructional Materials Center 
Project #9 due
(IMC)

11/15


Integrating adolescent & children’s

Project #10 due



literature.  Meet at 5:00 p.m. at




Butterfly Books, 118 N. Broadway,




DePere, WI
11/22


Web page work session


Project #11 due





Meet in IS 1129J

11/29


Assessment & inclusion issues

Dillon, Chap. 4;










Santa article; Katims










Article; Moje, Chap. 










8; Project #12 due
12/6


Implementing best practices; democracy
Fredericksen article;



tutoring reports; grad student report

Guthrie et al., article;










Dillon, Chaps. 6 & 7;










tutoring analysis due
12/13


Unit plan presentations; course evaluations
Wisconsin Standards










assignment due;unit










plan due

N.B.  The instructor reserves the right to change the schedule according to class and student needs.

Professional  Program  in  Education  Policies
1.
As a future pre-service teacher in the Professional Program in Education at the University of Wisconsin--Green Bay, you now represent the teaching profession.  As a professional, you are expected to come to all classes prepared to participate, extend your learning beyond the classroom and text, dress appropriately during field experiences, commit yourself to following an educational philosophy, and be an open-minded and active learner.  These qualities will help you to develop into the type of teacher that faculty 
members can be enthusiastic and positive about recommending and that school districts will want to hire.  Attendance and class participation--through whole class, smaller class, 
group, and individual contributions via e-mail--are expected; good attendance and participation will be rewarded while poor attendance and participation can result in a 
reduction of up to 10% subtracted from your final grade for this course.

2.
Teachers are expected to have the knowledge necessary to provide guidance and instruction to students.  Included in this knowledge base is the ability to communicate in clear, grammatically correct writing.  Parents are justified in demanding that their children be removed from classrooms where teachers cannot demonstrate knowledge of spelling, grammar, and clear writing; you will likewise be expected to use correct English.  Such errors will result in a reduction in your grade.
3.
An e-mail account has been established on the University network.  Just as teachers are increasingly discovering avenues for sharing their learning with each other, you have the opportunity to discuss issues, raise questions, and communicate by accessing this e-mail account  Your message will be automatically sent to all of the rest of your colleagues as well as the instructor.  I will be using this form of communication to discuss such topics that we do not completely address through classroom discussions.

4.
If you have a medical, learning or any other difficulty that might interfere with your performance in this course, it is your obligation to let the instructor know by the beginning of the second week of class.

5.
If you choose to hand in your standards assignment on paper instead of putting it on your web page, you may NOT use sheet protectors.

6.
Cell phones must be turned to off, unless you have the prior permission of the instructor in cases of critical news (e.g., an imminent birth, etc.).

