
HISTORY 205-001:  
HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 1600 TO 1865 

  
 

Professor 
David Voelker  

 
Fall 200 9 

Tu./Th., 8:00 Ð9:20  
Classroom: MAC 105  

  

Office: Theatre Hall 377  
Office Phone: 465 -2491  

Email: voelkerd@uwgb.edu 

Office Hours:  
Tu./Th., 11 :30 Ð1:00 PM  

& by appt.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Contrary to popular lore, historians are not encyclopedias of dates and names.  Rather, we use the 
available sources from the past to figure out not only what happened but just as importantly how and why 
things turned out the way they did and how historical events are interconnected in meaningful patterns.  
The main work of historians, then, is interpreting sources, discussing their meaning, and creating and 
sharing narratives, explanations, and analyses of the past.  Along the way, historians ask lots of 
questions, and this course will center on inquiry into the following key questions.  These questions will 
doubtless suggest many other questions, few of which will have a single, simple answer.  Nevertheless, 
historical interpretations do not boil down to mere “opinion”—they are rooted in evidence—and I will 
require you to provide support for your interpretations in our discussions and on exams. 

1.  What do historians do?  How do they approach the past?  How do they learn about the past?  Why might 
the study of history be valuable? 
2. How did America change between the peak of the Anasazi and Mississippian civilizations (about 1,000 
years ago) and the end of the American Civil War in 1865?  What major forces best help explain these 
tremendous changes? 
3.  How was political, social, and economic power distributed in North America and in the early U.S., from 
the 1600s to the Civil War?  Who exercised the most power, and how did the dominant groups justify and 
maintain their power?  How did power relations change over time? 
4.  What ideals and ideologies helped build support for the American Revolution and the founding of the 
U.S.?  How did these ideals and ideologies shape the governance, culture, and economy of the early U.S., and 
how did they contribute to conflicts over issues such as voting rights, Indian policy, the status of women, 
and slavery?  How did these ideals and ideologies evolve over time? 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
In addition to evaluating your understanding of the core issues above, I will assess your ability to: 

1. think historically, with attention to context, multiple perspectives, and complex causation. 
2. read and interpret primary sources (documents from the time period being studied).  
3. explain and evaluate historical interpretations and arguments. 
4. express and support your ideas in writing and in public discussion.  

GENERAL EDUCATION FULFILLMENT 
This course fulfills the HS3 General Education requirement.  The questions and skills above reflect the 
General Education objectives for the Humanities, which state that all graduates should: 

Have a fundamental understanding of the Humanities, including: the significance and chronology of major 
events and movements in Western civilization; knowledge about a range of different literature representative 
of different literary forms and historical contexts; and awareness of the role of the humanities in identifying 
and clarifying individual and social values in a culture and understanding the implications of decisions made 
on the basis of those values. 
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REQUIRED TEXTS 
• James Henretta, et al., America: A Concise History, 3rd ed., vol. 1 (Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2006) 
• Camilla Townsend, Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma (Hill & Wang, 2005) 
• Gordon Wood, The American Revolution (Modern Library, 2002) 
• Coursepack (6th Edition) (available at the Phoenix Bookstore) (“CP” in schedule below) 
• Miscellaneous Readings (to be printed from D2L and other online sources) 
 

COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
In order to do well in this course, you will need to keep up with the reading assignments, attend 

class twice a week, and actively process your notes.  You will also need to check your university email 
account and log in to D2L (see below) a couple of times a week.  You should prepare for class not only 
by completing the reading but also by actively engaging with it by answering discussion questions, 
taking notes, looking up unfamiliar words, and bringing questions to class. 

I do not expect extreme formality, but I do ask you to be as courteous as possible not only in 
class but also in online and email communications.  Please arrive to class on time.  Don’t schedule 
appointments that conflict with class, but if you must leave class early, let me know in advance.  Please 
plan ahead so that you don’t need to leave in the middle of class for a restroom or snack break.  Don’t 
hold whispery side conversations during class.  If you have a question or comment, raise your hand, 
and I will be happy to call on you.  Please turn off mobile phones, remove earphones, and close laptop 
computers.  Stay as focused as possible on our subject of inquiry by drawing connections and asking 
questions.  Please consider that the success of our course depends a great deal on how well we work 
together, which means that your participation and your demeanor really do matter. 
 Because I understand that illnesses and unexpected emergencies do arise, I will allow you to 
make up one exam during the semester, under the condition that you exercise due diligence by 
notifying me with an email or phone message before the end of the class session of your reason for 
missing the exam.  At that time, you must let me know when you can take the exam within the next two 
business days (any longer delay requires special documentation).  You must follow up immediately to 
schedule a make-up exam.  If you do not contact me within a timely fashion, I will require 
documentation that shows that you were sufficiently incapacitated that you could not have been 
reasonably expected to email or call.  Likewise, if you miss and need to make up more than one exam 
during the semester, I will require documentation of your reason for missing the second exam.  In sum, 
you can reschedule one exam as long as you exercise due diligence and contact me immediately to 
arrange to take the exam within two business days; longer delays or multiple make-up exams will 
require special documentation. (Note: Make-up exams will differ from in-class exams.) 

It is your responsibility to know and abide by the standards of academic honesty.  I will 
wholeheartedly enforce the university’s policies on this matter.  Intentional plagiarism or other cheating, 
including attempts to falsify class attendance, will be met with an F for the course.  (See the coursepack, 
p. 2, for a definition of plagiarism.) 

For reasons involving pedagogy, academic freedom, and student privacy, and in accordance 
with policy established by the UW Board of Regents, I do not allow students to make audio or video 
recordings in the classroom.  (Some exceptions may be made for students with certain qualified 
disabilities.) 

Feel free to visit me during my office hours (or make an appointment) in order to discuss 
anything about the course.  If you need accommodation for a disability, please let me know and contact 
Disability Services (SS 1700; 456-2841).  Finally, if you want to drop this course, be certain to do so by 
Oct. 15.  To drop a course after this date, you must undergo the University’s stringent petition process. 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
Attendance and Participation:  Attendance and participation compose 25% of your course grade.  It 
is your responsibility to arrive to class on time, to sign and “click” in each day, and to display your 
nametag throughout the semester.  You can earn points by participating in class using your “clicker,” 
usually in conjunction with a discussion or other exercise.  (You should check out a clicker from the 
Cofrin Library immediately and bring it to every class session.)  You will lose clicker points for being 
late.  If you ever forget your clicker, please circle your initials on the sign-in roster and see me after 
class; you will lose any clicker points for the day, but you will be credited for attendance.  I will post 
your clicker points on D2L after each unit of the course.  You may be able to build up extra clicker 
points within each unit, because I adjust the scores to account for faulty clicker questions, thereby 
allowing the students with the highest scores to earn over 100%.  (In other words, I make sure that 
nobody is penalized for a confusing question on my part.)  If you earn extra points during one unit, 
these points can offset shortfalls in another unit.  However, at the end of the semester, your 
participation score cannot exceed 25 Points.  See D2L for more details about clicker points and for a 
sample entry from the database that I use to track these points.  If you miss class, you are responsible 
for getting notes from a classmate and for checking D2L for assignments or handouts.  If you miss 
more than one day because of illness, etc., please send me an email to inform me of your situation.  If 
you miss more than 8 days of class, regardless of the reason, the highest grade that you can earn is a D.  
If you miss more than 12 days of class, you automatically fail the course. 

Midterm Exams:  Four times during the semester, we will devote about 30 minutes at the beginning 
of class to brief written exams, which will consist primarily of “For and Against” style questions.  
(Exam #4, however, will be an objective exam.)  I will post your scores on D2L and will provide 
feedback collectively to the class.  You may visit me in my office to see your exams.  Exams #1 and #4 
are worth 10 points each, and Exams #2 and #3 are worth 15 points each.  50 Points  

Final Exam:  The written final exam will focus on unit 3 but will also include a cumulative question.  
(University policy does not allow me to customize the final exam time for your personal convenience, 
unless you have more than two exams on the same day.)  25 Points 

Extra Credit:  I offer extra credit in this course to allow you to make up lost points from sick days, a 
bad exam, etc.  In order to earn points, you must follow these instructions carefully.  All extra credit 
work must be sent from your university email account to this email address: extracredit@historytools.org.  
In all cases, please type your work directly into an email message; I will not accept attachments.  You 
may earn credit for three types of activities: attending approved museum exhibits (see D2L News); 
attending approved public lectures (see D2L News); and completing  approved readings from the 
“Additional Readings” list (see D2L Links).  In all cases, you must submit a response paragraph (8–10 
sentences) that briefly describes, analyzes, and evaluates the exhibit, lecture, or reading.  Each activity is 
worth up to one point.  I do not offer customized extra credit, but you will have many options for 
earning three points within these parameters.  Responses to events must be submitted within one week 
of the event; all extra credit must be submitted by the last day of our class.  3 Possible Bonus Points 

Grading Scale 
I will use the scale below to determine your final grade.  Grades do not automatically round up.  If you 
finish the course near the top of a grade range, I will consider your performance over the semester and 
decide if there is a compelling reason—such as exemplary participation in class discussion—to round 
the grade up.  No lobbying, please. 

F: 0–59.9̅ | D: 60–69.9̅ | C: 70–77.9̅ | BC: 78–82.9̅ | B: 83–87.9̅ | AB: 88–92.9̅ | A: 93+ 
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A NOTE ON STUDYING FOR EXAMS 
The “essential questions” below are open-ended, over-arching questions.  None of them have a 

single or simple correct answer.  In fact, expert historians of early America are engaged in an ongoing 
debate about these issues.  Your job during each unit is to develop an understanding of these questions 
and to formulate an answer for each of them.  (Don’t cheat yourself: your goal is not to merely 
memorize simplistic answers.)  The understandings that you develop must of course be rooted in your 
mastery of some basic details, which will serve you as examples and evidence.  Generally, you will not 
need to memorize these details by rote.  Rather, you will get to know them as you spend time on task—
preparing for and participating in class and processing your notes as soon as possible after each class 
session.  You need to make sure that you know enough about the topics below to develop answers to 
the questions.  The readings, lectures, and discussions of the course will provide the building blocks out 
of which you can construct answers to these essential questions.  When you study for each exam, use the 
essential questions below as well as the daily questions (at the beginning of each set of PowerPoint 
slides) to guide your preparation. 
 

USING D2L 
Point your browser to https://www.uwgb.edu/learntech/D2L/.  Log in using your UWGB email username 
and password.  For D2L technical support, contact the LTC at learntech@uwgb.edu or 465-2286.  For 
general technical support, contact the Help Desk at helpdesk@uwgb.edu or 465-2309. 
 

SCHEDULE 

Unit 1:  Old Worlds Collide      ||      Essential Questions: 

1. How do historians create historical narratives and interpretations? 
2. What was North America like during the centuries before 1492?  How did First Nations 

(American Indian) cultures and societies compare to and contrast with European cultures and 
societies? 

3. How and why did Europeans come to settle in America?  How and why were they able to secure 
land and eventually thrive? 

4. How did American Indians continue to shape American history after European arrival? 
5. What implications did the historical developments of the colonial period have for the freedom 

of various groups of Americans? 

 
• 9/3 (Th.): Introduction to the Course 

o In-class discussion of historical narrative and interpretation 
 
• 9/8 (Tu.): The Big Picture of Early American History 

o Read “The ‘Cornell System’ of Note-Taking” (CP) 
o Read “Plagiarism and How to Avoid It” (CP) 
o Read “How to Read Historical Sources” (CP) 
o Read “Important Dates in Early American History” (CP) 
o Read Cherokee and Judeo-Christian creation stories (CP) 
o Print Neal Salisbury, “The Indians’ Old World” (D2L: Content) 

 

Note: For each class session, 
complete these assignments   ☞ 
before class. 
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• 9/10 (Th.): Ancient America 

o Read Neal Salisbury, “The Indians’ Old World” (skip pp. 450–51) (D2L: Content) 
o Complete reading guide for Salisbury article (CP) 
o Look at Henretta, Map 1.1 (p. 8) and “Chaco Canyon” photo (p. 12) 
o Optional: see D2L Links on Aztalan (a Wisconsin mound site) and Cahokia 

 
• 9/15 (Tu.): European Exploration and Settlement 

o Read Henretta, “English Virginia,” pp. 44–47 
o Read Townsend, Pocahontas, Preface & Ch. 1–2  (up to p. 43) 
o Complete Pocahontas “Reading Guide” as you read (CP) 
o Review “Sample ‘For and Against’ Exam Exercise (CP) 
o Bring to Class: “Excerpt from the Journal of Cristoforo Colombo” (CP) 

 
• 9/17 (Th.): The Powhatan People and the English Negotiate for Co-Existence 

o Exam #1 on Pre-Columbian America and European Exploration 
o Read Townsend, Ch. 3–4 (pp. 44–84) 

 
• 9/22 (Tu.): Pocahontas, John Smith, and John Rolfe 

o Read Townsend, Ch. 5–6 (pp. 85–123) 
o Read “John Smith’s Account of being Rescued by Pocahontas” (CP) 
o Read either Helen Rountree’s or David Price’s book chapter on John Smith’s alleged 

rescue (D2L: Content) (Rountree is slightly longer but much more interesting!) 
 
• 9/24 (Th.): The Dilemma of the Powhatan People 

o Read Townsend, Ch. 7–9 (pp. 124–78) 
o Finish Pocahontas “Reading Guide” (CP) 

 
• 9/29 (Tu.): African Slavery and White Freedom in Virginia 

o Read Henretta, pp. 50–53 and pp. 76–86 
o Read Edmund Morgan, “Slavery and Freedom: The American Paradox” (D2L: Content) 

 Focus on pp. 5–7 and 14–29. 
 
• 10/1 (Th.): Roots of Freedom and Democracy in the New England Colonies? 

o Read Henretta, “The Protestant Movement,” pp. 29–31 
o Read Henretta, “Puritan New England,” pp. 53–63 
o Read “John Winthrop Defends the Right of Puritans to Settle on Indian Land” (CP) 
o Read Michael Zuckerman, “The Social Context of Democracy in Massachusetts” (D2L: 

Content) (Read and skim intelligently for the main points and evidence.) 
 
• 10/6 (Tu.): Britain’s Diverse American Colonies 

o Exam #2 on Pocahontas, the Virginia Colony, and the Powhatan Indians 
o Read Henretta, pp. 99–111 
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Unit 2:  Making a Nation      ||      Essential Questions: 

1. What long-range and short-range causes help explain the American Revolution? 
2. To what extent were the American Revolution and Constitution democratic?  How did the 

revolutionaries try to adhere to the concept of “popular sovereignty”? 
3. How did antebellum democracy develop?  What were its achievements and limitations? 
4. What forces drove the “market revolution”?  How did it change the nature of the economy? 
5. What implications did the American Revolution and market revolution have for white women?  

For American Indians?  For enslaved African Americans and slavery itself? 
6. How did religious liberty develop in the new republic? 

 
• 10/8 (Th.): The Roots of the American Revolution 

o Review “Important Dates” (CP) 
o Read “Ideology and American History” (CP) 
o Read Wood, American Revolution, preface and parts I–II (to p. 44) 
o Read “Declarations of the Stamp Act Congress” (CP) 
o Read “Republicanism” (CP) 
o Begin completing reading guide for Wood, American Revolution (CP) 

 
• 10/13 (Tu.): The American Revolution 

o Read Wood, parts III–IV (pp. 47–88) 
o Read “The Declaration of Independence” (Henretta, appendix D, 1–3) 

 
• 10/15 (Th.): Consequences of Revolution 

o Read Wood, parts V–VI (pp. 91–129) 
 
• 10/20 (Tu.): The Constitution and Democracy 

o Read Wood, part VII (pp. 139–66) 
o Read “‘Centinel’ Criticizes the Proposed Constitution” (CP) 
o Read “Defining Democracy in the Early U.S.” (CP) 
o Refer to “Constitution of the U.S.” (Henretta, appendix D, 9–19) (as needed) 
o Finish Wood reading guide (CP) 

 
• 10/22 (Th.): Race, Gender, and Democracy 

o Read “Abigail and John Adams Discuss Women and Republicanism” (CP) 
o Read Henretta, pp. 197–202, 257–65, and 272–75 (on “Free Black Population”) 

 
• 10/27 (Tu.): The Expanding Republic 

o Exam #3 on the American Revolution and Constitution 
o Read Henretta, pp. 227–50 
o Read “Thomas Jefferson Articulates the Agrarian Ideology” (CP) 

 
• 10/29 (Th.): Expansion and Indian Removal 

o Read Henretta, “Indian Removal,” pp. 336–39 and map, p. 340 
o Read “Chief Justice John Marshall Explains the Discovery Doctrine” (CP) 
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• 11/3 (Tu.): The Market Revolution and Early Industrialization 

o Read “‘The Spirit of Discontent’: A Young Woman Reflects on Factory Work” (CP) 
o Read Henretta, pp. 292–314 

 
• 11/5 (Th.): Industrialization and Political Conflicts 

o Read Henretta, pp. 333–36 & 342–44 
 
• 11/10 (Tu.): Religion in the Early American Republic 

o Exam #4  (Note: This exam will be multiple choice and will cover Unit 2, especially the 
expansion of the early U.S. and the market, and the key terms on p. 8 below.) 

o Read Henretta, pp. 190 (bottom)–194 and 277–86 
o Read “Thomas Jefferson’s ‘Act for Establishing Religious Freedom’ in Virginia” (CP) 
o Read “Views on Religion from the Early American Republic” (CP) 

 

Unit 3:  The Coming of the Civil War      ||      Essential Questions: 

1. What was it like to be a slave in the South during this period? 
2. What forces explain the rise of Northern reform and anti-slavery movements? 
3. How did advocates and opponents of slavery each use religious and republican arguments to 

support their pro-slavery or anti-slavery positions? 
4. What events led to growing sectional tensions and the creation of the new Republican Party? 
5. What were the long-term and short-term causes of the Civil War? 
6. How and why did the emancipation of the slaves become an outcome of the war? 
7. What did the Civil War settle?  What did it leave unsettled? 

• 11/12 (Th.): Harriet Jacobs and Antebellum Slavery 
o Review “Important Dates” (CP) 
o Read “Harriet Jacobs Describes the Life of a Slave Girl” (CP) 
o Read Henretta, pp. 266–73 

• 11/17 (Tu.): Middle-Class Reform and Antislavery 
o Read “Catherine Beecher on Abolitionism” (CP) 
o Read Henretta pp. 314–17, 352–53, and 367–80 
o Read “Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” (CP) 
o Read “Antebellum American Anti-Slavery Movements: A Spectrum” (CP) 

• 11/19 (Th.): Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico 
o Read Henretta, pp. 382–93 
o Read “John O’Sullivan Coins the Phrase ‘Manifest Destiny’” (CP) 

• 11/24 (Tu.): The 1850s Political Meltdown 
o Read Henretta, pp. 393–406 
o Read “George Fitzhugh Articulates the Pro-Slavery Ideology” (CP) 

• 12/1 (Tu.): The Election of Abraham Lincoln 
o Read Henretta, pp. 406–10 and 412–18 
o Read “Abraham Lincoln on Equality and ‘Free Labor’” (CP) 
o Read “Abraham Lincoln on Slavery and Freedom” (CP) 
o Read “Declaration of the . . . Causes Which . . . Justify the Secession of SC” (CP) 
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• 12/3 (Th.): The American Civil War 
o Read Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address” (CP) 
o Read Lincoln, “Second Inaugural Address” (CP) 
o Read Henretta, pp. 418–40 (skim for main points) 

• 12/8 (Tu.): Civil War (cont.) 
o Read “Wisconsin Soldier Willis P. Clarke Reflects on Emancipation” (CP) 

• 12/10 (Tu.): Reconstruction in a Nutshell and Final Exam Review 
o Read Henretta, pp. 442–70 (skim for main points) 

 

12/15 (Tu.): Final Exam, 8:00–10 AM 

  

 
KEY PEOPLE, PLACES, CONCEPTS, AND SOURCES 

You should become familiar with the terms below as a matter of course.  There will be many other 
important figures, places, concepts, etc., but I will hold you accountable for having a basic 
understanding of these particular items, along with the “Important Dates” in the Coursepack.  Exam 
#4 will include questions about the end of Unit 2 but will also include questions about these terms, 
including a map section.  (Terms marked with an asterisk will not be on Exam #4 unless we cover them 
in class prior to the end of Unit 2.)  I may add a few terms as the semester progresses.  If you are 
unsure about any of these terms after we have discussed them in class, you should post a query on the 
D2L discussion forum. 
 

People 
Cristoforo Colombo 
Pocahontas 

(Matoaka) 
Powhatan 
John Smith 
Thomas Jefferson 
James Madison 
Abigail Adams 
John Adams 
Andrew Jackson 
Harriet Jacobs* 
Frederick Douglass* 
Abraham Lincoln* 
 

 

 

Places 
Cahokia 
Spain 
England 
Virginia 
Massachusetts 
New York 
Appalachian Mountains 
Mississippi River 
Erie Canal 
Mason-Dixon Line 
Louisiana Territory 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
 

Concepts 
Oral Tradition 
Sovereignty 
Discovery Doctrine 
Ethnocentrism 
Republicanism 
Constitutionalism 
Democracy 
Capitalism 
Republican Motherhood 
Coverture 
Domesticity 
Separate Spheres 
Free Labor* 
Manifest Destiny* 
 
 
 

Sources & Documents 
Cherokee Creation Story 
Judeo-Christian Creation Story 
Iroquois Constitution 
Declaration of Independence 
U.S. Constitution 
First Amendment 
Seneca Falls Declaration* 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates* 
Gettysburg Address* 
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