and the Coming of the Railroad
by Vicki Buettner

In western Shawano County, a small white sign points
south, off County Highway A, and directs travelers to
Lyndhurst, a small community tucked away on a country
road. About a dozen houses border the road through town,
and one tavern opens daily for business. Although not incor-
porated, Lyndhurst remains a community to those who live
and visit there. On the green path that borders Lyndhurst’s
south side, iron tracks once extended in both directions, and
the sound of the train whistle announced the approach of a
Chicago and Northwestern Railway train.

When railroad routes were established through undevel-
oped territory in the early part of this century, the railroad
left its imprint on the landscape. Lyndhurst was fairly typical
of many small American towns. The railroad created it and
encouraged its development, only to eventually abandon any
interest in it. Memories of Lyndhurst’s vitality and growth
may have faded, but it remains the home of several families
and still draws a crowd after Saturday night church to the
Long Branch Saloon — a saloon built by two of Lyndhurst’s
first entrepreneurs.

The Chicago and Northwestern Railway
On May 25, 1905, the Shawano
County Advocate announced that
Shawano might have another railroad
soon. Officials from the Northwestern
Railway Company had been to town to
look at property for a railroad line from
Pulaski to Eland. The line would pass
through Bonduel and Shawano. By
connecting with the road from
Manitowoc to Green Bay, the railroad
would extend from Chicago to Eland
and then to Ashland.l At this time
railroads were hesitant to expand
because of the politics of progres-

taxes. Nonetheless, the company decided to construct forty-
eight miles of track west from Pulaski to Eland Junction in
order to “link the Ashland and Peninsula divisions more
effectively.” The line known as the Manitowoc, Green Bay &
Northwestern primarily transported freight between the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Northern Wisconsin and
Milwaukee and Chicago.?

Surveyors began work in June 1905 in the Town of
Herman, south of Gresham.® Herman would have a new
village as soon as the railroad chose the location for the
depot.4 Through the summer, the railroad built a twelve-stall
round house at Eland with an additional fifteen acres of side
tracks.5 By October, the railroad had rented portions of two
farms near Shawano, which would be used as material storage
yards.6

While railroad workers surveyed and readied the site,
railroad officials bought land. In November 1905, the
Western Town Lot Company, subsequently known as the
Wisconsin Town Lot Company, purchased 160 acres of land
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sivism — regulations and high By December 1906, the station depot at Lyndhurst was completed, and passenger
service began on July 8, 1907.
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in Herman from Albert and Sophie Grunewald for $3,000.7
Marvin Hughitt was president, and J.B. Redfield was secre-
tary of the Wisconsin Town Lot Company, a corporation
“formed for the purpose of buying, improving, platting, and
laying out into Town Lots, and owning, selling, and dealing
in lands and Town Lots in the State of Wisconsin.”8
Hughitt had been the general manager of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railway since 1887, and he served as its chief
executive until 1910.° The 1880s had been the decade for
new track expansion, and Hughitt had overseen the expan-
sion of feeder tracks and a dense network of lines at the turn
of the century. Most of the additions to the track system had
been designed to “haul out grain or forest products and bring
in coal, merchandise, and industrial goods.”10
In order to carry out its expansion plans, the railroad used
subsidiary companies such as Wisconsin Town Lot Company
to establish towns along new rail lines.ll The company
platted the village of Lyndhurst in May 1906. The village
plat consisted of four large blocks, two outlots, fourteen ware-
house lots, and almost one hundred residential/business lots.
The plat design included nine streets: Grunewald, Schmidt,
Stoehr, Seneca, Home, Main, Herman, Shawano, and
Ruhbusch.12 The railroad company chose the name
Lyndhurst, offering no reasoning or meaning for the word.13
Railroad construction between Shawano and Eland
featured the “Hurley track-laying machine,” which consisted
of an engine and boiler pulling flat cars with a day’s supplies.
The machine pulled itself along the rails already laid.
Underneath a forward extended projection of “steel trestle
work,” workers placed the ties and fastened the rails which
were dropped from above. The track-laying machine could
complete up to three miles of track in a ten-hour day.14
Problems plagued construction during the summer of
1906. Work was delayed because of the demand for labor.
Contractors found it hard to keep workers for more than a
few days at a time. A crew of eighty workmen would only
have twenty men left on the payroll by week’s end.15

This Chicago and
Northwestern Class Z 2-8-0
locomotive frequently ran
through Lyndhurst from
1909 to 1913.

Photograph courtesy of Don Ross
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Another problem was a washed-out area through a heavy cut
between Lyndhurst and Bowler, which left a three-mile gap
to be finished in November.

Work continued as fast as gravel could be furnished.1¢ By
December, the station depot at Lyndhurst was completed,
and contractor F.S. Lusk, engineer Strang, and assistant
division engineer Tomas conducted an inspection of the
track between Shawano and Eland.l” Freight trains made
their first runs through Lyndhurst in January 1907. The tele-
graph company had the poles in place and were ready to
string the wire. Passenger service began on July 8, 1907.18

Area residents wasted no time in utilizing train services.
The new line opened areas of heavy timber and reduced
distances between raw materials and finishing mills.2® As
early as January 1907, logs, lumber, cedar posts, and cedar
poles were purchased and shipped from Lyndhurst.20 People
and companies involved in the logging business at the
Lyndhurst station during the ensuing years included Gill &
Andrews, Naugle Pole & Tile Co., Brooks & Ross, Torry
Cedar Co., Otto Bros. Logging, O.E. Morgan, Shawano
Lumber Co., Valentine & Clark, Brunner Bros., C.P. Crosby,
C.P. Tinkham, Whitcomb Lumber Co., and Wittenberg
Cedar Co.21

Albert Wippermann, a Shawano store owner, regularly
came to Lyndhurst to purchase carloads of potatoes.22 Otto
Keller of Marion shipped carloads of livestock weekly from
the stockyards at Lyndhurst.23 The elevator collected wheat
and rye for shipment; even cucumbers were shipped by the
carload to Clintonville.24 Incoming trains delivered farm
machinery, buggies, and building materials.25

The railroad offered a look at the world outside Lyndhurst.
Lyndhurst residents could use the train for short business trips
during the week and social visits on weekdays or weekends.
The Northwestern advertised excursions to Denver, Salt
Lake City, Los Angeles, Portland, Spokane, Seattle, St. Paul,
Yellowstone, and Yosemite in “electric-lighted luxuriously
equipped trains daily.”26
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The hotel Henry Buss built opened in 1906.

The Building Boom

In the minds of residents, the building boom started before
the track was even laid. Talk of plans for a grain elevator,
brewery, town hall, saloon, hotel, general store, and black-
smith shop provided copy for the local paper.2? In reality,
building took place at a much slower pace. The depot and the
section house were built in 1906. Henry Buss opened a
saloon.28 The railroad company built an elevator north of the
tracks with stockyards on the south. Ed Hoffman managed
the elevator.2® John Potratz built a machine shed.30 Otto
Schmidt and Robert Otto cleared lots for a hotel and opened
a saloon in the basement of the hotel by June 1907. They
held their first dance at the Lyndhurst House that July.3! By
the end of the year, Frank Eich opened up the “best general
store north of Milwaukee.”32 The post office opened in the
general store with Eich serving as postmaster.33

During 1908, Buss added a hotel to his saloon, which later
became known as the Northwestern Hotel.34 Schmidt and
Otto built a blacksmith shop next to their hotel. Otto
Berger, the first blacksmith, was followed by Otto Schmidt,
Johnny Siebert, and Frank Dahse.3> W.F. Otto built the first
house in Lyndhurst in 1908. Herman Schmidt added his
house in 1909, and Fred H. Schmidt joined the retail busi-
nesses of Lyndhurst the same year when he built a general
store.36 Another two years passed before Wippermann
bought John Potratz’s machine shed and fixed it up for a
hardware store.37 However, Wippermann’s stay in Lyndhurst
was short — only five years. Otto Schmidt sold his interest
in the Lyndhurst House to Robert Otto in 1911, later in the
year, Robert Otto moved the hotel to Grunewald Street.
With the addition of a new hall in 1912, he had the largest
hall in the area.38
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William Otto, William Kraemer, and Ted Ehlert added
their homes to the residential district in 1916.39 Ehlert’s
house consisted of half of a house ordered from the Sears &
Roebuck Company. It was shipped by train to Lyndhurst, but
Ehlert never ordered the second half.40 Building ceased until
1922, when F.W. Schmidt built a house. Carl P. Wilson added
one in 1924. Fred Grosskopf's sawmill also opened for
business in the early 1920s.41

Lyndhurst businessmen suffered several misfortunes. Frank
Eich lost a son in his general store on April 5, 1913. During
an electrical storm, Frank Jr., who was sitting on the store
counter directly under a gas lamp, was killed instantly when
lightning entered the chimney, followed a wire, and passed
through the lamp into his body.42
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Ted and Ida Ehlert are standing in front of their prefabricated
house in 1921. The house is only half of a design sold by Sears
and Roebuck and shipped by train. The Ehlert family never
ordered the second half.

A less serious incident involved Robert Otto. He was
charged in federal court with four counts of “wrongfully and
unlawfully” selling and disposing “of certain ardent and
intoxicating liquor . . . to a certain Indian” on March 8, 1913,
at his Lyndhurst tavern. He was found guilty and ordered to
serve “60 days in House of Correction of Milwaukee County,
Wisconsin and to pay fine of $100.” In September, the presi-
dent commuted his sentence to the fine imposed.43

Fire also took its toll on Lyndhurst businesses. On April 18,
1924, the sawmill burned. Although Grosskopf had no insur-
ance, the mill was rebuilt and continued to operate until
1941.44 Fred Schmidt’s general store burned the same year on
July 9. The large two-story building and its contents were
destroyed at an estimated loss of $10,000. Since he lived on
the second floor, Schmidt also lost his home and household

goods. Although he carried some insurance, the store was not
rebuilt.4> Lyndhurst lost another business when the
Northwestern Hotel burned to the ground in 1931 and was
not rebuilt.46

Joint School District-No. 5

Lyndhurst residents started planning a school for their
town as early as 1908, when they filed a petition with the
Town of Herman to form School District No. 5 on October
10, 1911.47 Town records show no action by the town board,
but school records indicate a district was formed on April 14,
1915. It was “to be known as School District No. 5 of the
Town of Herman of Shawano Co., Wis.” Fred H. Schmidt
was directed to notify every voter, man or woman, of the first
meeting to be held June 5, 1915.48 At that meeting, William
Hoernke was elected director, Ernest Ruhbusch was elected
treasurer, and Carl Schmidt was elected clerk.49 The school
district purchased a school site from the railroad for $200.50
Of the four bids received to build a school house 30 feet by 38
feet, the school board awarded Julius Lemke the contract
with the lowest bid of $1,994.51 The school board also autho-

rized the building of “two priveys or outhouses . . . to be 4-1/2
feet wide by six feet long by seven feet high with three seats
in each house.” School furnishings were ordered from Sears
& Roebuck and included the following:

11 No. 1 adjustable seats $28.05
11 No. 3 adjustable seats $26.95
11 No. 5 adjustable seats $25.85
2 rear seats No. 1 $4.00
1 rear seat No. 3 $1.90
2 rear seats No. 5 $3.60
1 ideal desk for teacher $8.75
8 feet of slat board 3 feet wide $13.20
1 U.S. flag 4 feet x 8 feet $2.40
$114.7052

On August 31, 1915, Gladys Durand signed a contract to
teach an eight-month term for $40 per month. For whatever
reason, she did not teach school in Lyndhurst. Catherine Van
Dyke became the first teacher at a salary of $45 per month,
and the first school term started on November 19, 1915.53

W.A. McLaughlin, the supervising teacher from Shawano,
filed a report on December 6, 1915, showing that thirty-two
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children were enrolled. Seventh grade was the highest
grade taught. He noted that the school had an effi-
cient furnace, was well-lighted, and had a good water
supply. He included twelve items about how the
teacher could improve classes, e.g., “have pupils learn
meaning of all words in all studies” and “do not waste
time between classes.”>4 His report of the following
June indicated teacher improvement, but a new
teacher, Irene Ollman, was hired for the next school
term. McLaughlin indicated in his February 1917
report that the “school seems to be doing fairly well
for a young teacher.”s5 The needs of the previous year
had been met, and he listed a set of supplementary
readers and a chain and pulley for opening windows as
the present needs of the school.56

Opal Stoehr taught in Lyndhurst after she gradu-
ated from Shawano High School in 1923. Only seven-
teen years old, she boarded at the W.F. Otto residence
and took the train on weekends to her home in Belle
Plaine or to Shawano where she worked as a part-time
hairdresser. Her older students included Elmer
Schmidt, Benny Paiser, and Lester Otto. Her younger
students included Bobby Otto, Clarence Schmidt and
Muriel Stoehr. Having only practice taught in 5th and
6th grade, she relied heavily on the Laurel Primer to
show her how to teach students to read. Stoehr
remembered the school as being well-built with beautiful
wooden floors. A picture of President Lincoln hung on the
north wall. The furnace and wood supply was in the
basement, and the heat came through a vent in the floor. In
late fall and early spring, she used wastepaper and kindling to
start the fire and then added logs. When it got colder in the
winter, Gabe Sousek started the fire early in the morning.
The water cooler was filled each morning with water from the
outdoor pump. Stoehr was responsible for sweeping the floor
and emptying the wastebaskets. She remembered finding a
used phonograph for $15 that she wanted for the school, but
she lacked the necessary funds. W.F. Otto came to her rescue.
He sawed a tree that had fallen over the creek behind the
school and sold the log for lumber. With the money, Opal
Stoehr only needed a few dollars of her own to buy the
phonograph.57

The Great Lyndhurst Train Wreck

Lyndhurst’s claim to fame happened early Sunday
morning, September 1, 1912. The “worst wreck in history of
Shawano County”s8 took place when the southbound
Northwestern Limited, enroute from Ashland to Milwaukee,
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The Lyndhurst School, built in 1915, boasted an enrollment of thirty-two
children its first year. The highest level taught that year was seventh grade.

left the Chicago and Northwestern track about a mile north-
west of Lyndhurst. The local paper estimated the train was
traveling between fifty and sixty miles an hour when it struck
a washout — the result of heavy rains in the area. The
engine, five coaches, and one sleeper left the track. The
engine burrowed into the ground until it was almost out of
sight. The baggage car and mail car telescoped, shattering
both cars into pieces. The smoker car was pushed into the
field. All its windows and seats were broken.5®

The official explanation offered by the railroad read as
follows:

Train leaving Ashland, Wis., while running thirty
miles an hour, on time, at 2:25 a.m. ran into a
washout place in the track caused by a local cloud-
burst at a point about two miles north of
Lyndhurst, Wis. The engine, mail, baggage and
smoker tipped over, causing the following fatalities
and injuries:

W.F. Calkins, passenger, Wis., killed; five employ-
ees killed; John Jones engineer, Green Bay; C.E.

Bushey, conductor, Milwaukee; George Marx,
brakeman; Carroll Bennett, baggageman, Antigo,
and Stewart D. Sheldon, express messenger,
Milwaukee.

A few others were seriously injured, twenty-one
passengers and North-Western employees slightly
scratched and bruised, none seriously, and all were
cared for in a sanitarium.

The train northbound passed this point one hour
before the accident happened and reported no
signs of water or indications of a heavy storm. The
report after the accident indicates a severe electri-
cal disturbance with a heavy downpour of rain,
indicating a local cloudburst about the time the
accident occurred.

The sleepers and coaches of the train were taken
back to Eland Junction, and detoured to
Milwaukee, reaching there about 2:30 p.m. on
Sunday.

R. H. Aishton, Vice President
Chicago, Illinois, Sept. 160

Initially, Alex Schoels, the mailman, was listed among the
dead, but a Green Bay hospital denied the report.61 However,
he became the seventh victim when he died on the Thursday
following the crash.62 The crushing force of the cars leaving
the tracks killed the crew members. The passenger was killed

when he was thrown from his seat through the window of a
passenger coach.63

Attached to the train was the private car of W.D.
Cantillion, the railroad’s general manager, who was returning
with his family from a vacation in Northern Wisconsin.
Escaping uninjured, Cantillion took charge of the situation.
The telegraph office at Lyndhurst dispatched the message
seeking help. Three doctors aboard the train and local
doctors from Shawano and Gresham assisted with rescue
efforts. Five hours passed before the mailman was removed
from the wreckage. The railroad company dispatched a
wrecking train from Milwaukee to relay the track so the
sleepers which did not leave the track could be taken to their
destination. Local passengers returned to Shawano. Others
returned to Eland Junction to take a train to Milwaukee.®4 By
Wednesday, both the northbound and southbound trains
were back on schedule. 5

Conclusion

In 1905, Lyndhurst did not exist. With the building of the
railroad in 1906 came the creation of a city. Besides the
construction of buildings and roads, a community developed
through shared activities and events. Harvests, weddings,
holidays, and Saturday nights created good cause for a dance
at Robert Otto’s hall.6 Frank Eich and Henry Buss both led
bands in Lyndhurst’s early years.67 Turkey and geese shoots
against rival Gresham were commonplace in the fall.68
Baseball came to Lyndhurst in the summer of 1913 when the
section foreman, Tom Jim, captained the team against rival
towns such as Red River and Tilleda.t® Once the school was
built, the Community Club met monthly for plays, spelling
contests and card parties.” Whether looking back at the

Called the worst train wreck in
Shawano County history,
Lyndhurst gained notoriety on
September 1, 1912, when a train
. enroute to Milwaukee derailed
about a mile northwest of the
town. Heavy rains caused the
derailment, which resulted in the
death of seven men.

Photographs on pages 39 and 40 were
part of a numbered series taken by C.J.
Ruppenthal of Tigerton



activities shared by residents, the
building of the hotels or stores, the
details of the train wreck, or the estab-
lishment of the school, these glimpses
of history share their origin with the
coming of the railroad to an undevel-
oped area which became the small
town of Lyndhurst.

New buildings are now hard to find
in this small town. Eich’s store building
still stands, but it closed before he
passed away in 1940.7t In 1939, the
Lyndhurst Cooperative Association
was formed to revive trade in
Lyndhurst with a gas station and store,
but the cooperative moved to Gresham
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A family looks on as workers examine the wreckage shortly after the train

in 1943.72 The town hall relocated 10 gerajiment near Lyndhurst.

Lyndhurst between the years 1940 and

1974 when it moved to the former store building of Albert
Wippermann.”3 The depot was sold and moved to a nearby
farm in the early 1950s. Trains have not been seen or heard
for more than ten years. Today, the path once traveled by the
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad is part of the Mountain
Bay Trail. This past year, snowmobile enthusiasts built
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Phone/Fax: (920)494-7989 - e-mail: newresearch@prodigy.net
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Am 014 Fashion Mewsstand & Tobaccs Shop Since 1553

Crrer 3,200 Titles of MAGAZINES
MAPS
TRAVEL GUIDES
BEOOKS

o % most visited

TOBACCO g
HUMIDORS Hysterical Marker
I
CIFARS from around the world unEEfa}zmd anﬂ]l LI.].TEII.EG EEUPE
10 Cle T.Z' 1 Q33 brydereot Dr ime

biesban Espresso Bar and Dally Specials.
. 1300 5. Webster 4329244

Www hosse snews. com

Stellpflug, Janssen,
Hammer, Kirschling
& Bartels, 5.C.

Innovative Legal Solutions That Fit.

Mark A. Bartels Marc A. Hommer A. Hawr

E’ﬂ'&““"’“ Steven D, Hitzeman  Sandra L Hupfer } %
Rl oo Michsel ] Kimchling ~ Evan Y. Lin
Corportie Lew Peggy L. Miller Pairicia ]. Sandos E.Dnﬂﬁhﬂpﬂng
Frﬂrdlnqr

:S&IF:
Fumi;rl.uw Attorneys & Counselors at Law
MMHIFﬂm “Proudly serping Wisconsin for over 70 years”
Estaw & Trust
En'plupmﬂlgl.d:url.uw
Comrmercid Transachians 444 Raid Stroat, Suite 200 = PO, Box 5637 » Da Pars, W1 54115

Phone: (920} 334-5786 = Foc [920) 3345749 « E-mail: mfolwislawyers.com swww . wislowyers.com

Kathleen Quigley-Olsen, Wisconsin Artist

“Courageous, miraculous, with
incredible perseverance ™ These arg
thewords describing artist,
anvoronmentalist, and humanitarian,
Kathleen Quigley-0Olsen, a she
amarges in her battle against a brain
tumor and brain surgery, thus far. She
would like toshare her vision of hope
and healing through her series of
paintings, “wWinter Landscapes™ and
the “Era of Wince Lombardi and the
Green Bay Packers.” Her most recently
drawn pendl portraitis of Brett Favre,
finished the year of her brain surgery,
1997,

After teaching art for 21 years,
Kathleen is now aself-employed artist
and writer in Graen Bay.

Her art is for sale at;

KathleenQuigley-Olse@Prodigy. net
(920) 435-8989
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Advertisement Donated by the Friend s of Kathleen Quigley-Olsen




