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CHANGES IN VOTER REGISTRATION WITH 
ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION (OVR)

Removes role of Special Registration Deputies. We assist with voter 
registration but can no longer sign paper form EL-131 for proof of 
residence. 

Proof of residence is either the DMV or a paper copy of proof of 
residence attached to EL-131.

We can assist any voter in the state. We are no longer bound by 
areas of certification.

OVR only available during open registration.



Terminology
OVR—Online Voter Registration
POR–Proof of Residence
DMV—Department of Motor Vehicles
DOT—Department of Transportation
SSA—Social Security Administration
WEC—Wisconsin Elections Commission
TisVote—WEC database of voters’ records



Open Registration—The time beginning the day after 
an election until 20 days before the next election. The 

last day of OVR is always a Wednesday.

• OVR—Online Voter Registration
• Mail-in form EL-131 with copy 

of POR
• Take form EL-131 to clerk’s 

office in person, with POR
• Take form EL-131 to polls with 

POR on Election Day

Voter 
Registration 
during Open 
Registration:



• Voter Registration during Closed 
Registration:
• Take form EL-131 with POR to the 

clerk’s office in 
person

• Take form EL-131 with POR to the 
polls on 

Election Day

Closed 
Registration—
From 20 days 
before next 
election until 

closing time of 
the clerk’s office 

on the Friday 
before the 
election.
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN WISCONSIN?

You must be at least 18 years 
of age

You must be a U.S. Citizen

You must reside at your 
current address for at least 
10 days*

   i         
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INELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN 
WISCONSIN

You cannot vote if you are serving any part 
of a felony sentence, including parole, 
probation, or extended supervision.

You cannot vote if you have been adjudged 
incompetent—a court order will be in place.

You cannot vote if you placed a bet or a 
wager  on the 
outcome of the election

You cannot vote if you have already voted in 
 



I am a first-time Wisconsin 
voter.
My address has changed.
My name has changed.
I have not voted in 4 years.

Do I need to register?



***USE FORM EL-131 IF***
*It is closed registration time.

*You were never issued a  Wisconsin driver license or ID, or a Social 
Security number

*Your WI DL or ID is expired, cancelled, or revoked

*Voter isn’t 18 on registration day but will be by Election Day

*If 18 th birthday is on registration day

*OVR doesn’t recognize home address

*For any other reason that OVR won’t complete the voter’s 
registration



REGISTRATION USING EL-131

AND

ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF RESIDENCE



WHEN FILLING OUT FORM 
EL-131, PRINT NEATLY 
USING CAPITAL LETTERS
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Application for Voter Registration (EL-131)

 The EL-131 is 
broken down into 
12 separate 
sections plus an 
administrative 
section at the very 
bottom of the 
form



APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTION 1

A.  Registrant selects reason for filling out the form:                                    
New WI Voter, Name Change or WI Address Change
B Registrant indicates what municipality they reside in
C Registrant indicates what county they reside in  

VOTER REGISTRATION TRAINING
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A B

C



To confirm correct municipality, go to:  Myvote.wi.gov







APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTION 2

ID Number Requirement  
A. Has WI Driver license or DOT-issued ID that is unexpired  MUST

provide number and expiration date, even if  driving privileges are 
revoked. If  license is expired, or the ID is cancelled, request that 
the applicant provide the number and MUST provide the last four 
digits of  the SS number 

B. Does not have either, must provide last four digits of  Social Security 
number

C. No WI DL/ID card or SSN  Fill in oval for this purpose
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A

B

C



APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTIONS 3 AND 4

Registrant must provide: last name, first name, middle name (if they have one) 
as they appear on the document provided in Section 2, date of birth, current 
residential street address including apartment, city, state and zip code. P.O. 
Boxes are not residential addresses
Mark Military or Permanent Overseas (If applicable as an elector; does not have 
to provide proof of residence). 
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APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTIONS 5,6 AND 7
If the registrant has a different mailing address than the residential 
address provided in Section 4, they will enter their mailing address in 
Section 5

Registrants should provide their previous name and address in Section 6

This is not necessary for first time voters. Name should be updated with     
SSA and DMV.

Registrants must provide the previous address at which they were 
registered to vote in Section 7
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APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTION 8

 If a registrant indicates they will need special accommodations 
at the polling location, the accommodation is noted in Section 8 

 If a registrant is unable to provide a street number or address(ie. 
qualified homeless voter), they are allowed to indicate where 
they reside by indicating their address on the map provided 
(must still provide proof of residence)
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APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTIONS 9 AND 10

 Registrants must be able to truthfully answer ‘Yes’ to both 
questions in Section 9, or they are not eligible to register to 
vote

 Registrants must read the certification in Section 10 and 
sign the application in Section 11 (next slide).
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.



APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTION 11

A. The Registrant must sign the Application for Voter 
Registration

B. The Registrant must date the Application for Voter 
Registration

C. C, D, E.  These sections are not on newly printed forms.  
If using older form, ignore. We can no longer attest to the 
proof of residence.
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A. B. C. D.

E.



APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION: 
SECTION 12

If the election official or another individual needs to assist 
the registrant with signing the form, they should sign their 
name and provide their address in Section 12

VOTER REGISTRATION TRAINING 24

A signature can just be an X if that is how the elector 
signs documents.



ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF RESIDENCE

An unexpired Wisconsin driver license or receipt

A Wisconsin identification card or receipt that has not been 
cancelled 

Any other official identification card or license issued by a 
Wisconsin governmental body or unit

Any identification card or license issued by an employer that 
contains a photo of the holder, but not including a business 
card

A real estate tax bill or receipt for the current year of the year 
preceding the date of the election
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ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF RESIDENCE 
(CONTINUED)

A residential lease which is effective for a period that includes 
Election Day 

A university, college or technical college ID card (must include 
photo) ONLY valid if the voter provides a fee receipt dated 
within last 9 months

A university, college or technical college ID card (must 
include photo) ONLY valid if the institution provides a 
certified housing list to the municipal clerk
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MYVOTE.WI.GOV

Online registration can be completed at:



--During open registration

--Voter is 18 years or older by the day before registration

--Voter has an unexpired Wisconsin Driver License or ID

OVR CAN BE USED IF ALL THREE CONDITIONS HOLD:



To  view the user manual by the 
WEC for registering online, go to:

gab.wi.gov/node/3974



How does MyVote work?

*Voter initiates registration through MyVote.Wi. Gov

*MyVote sends a confirmation request to DOT

*DOT confirms information and provides proof of residence.

*MyVote sends registration to WisVote

*Voter record is now created in WisVote; the voter is registered.



In order for OVR to create a voter record in the Wisvote database

 Name on the license/ID must match name at the DOT

 Address on the license/ID must match address at the DOT

 Date of birth on the license/ID must match the date of birth at the DOT

 Driver license or Wisconsin ID number must match record at the DOT



1. Are you an 18 year old U.S. citizen?
2. Do you have a valid Wisconsin driver 
license or state-issued ID?
3. Is your name current?
4. Do you have your license/ID card with 
you?
5. Is your address current?

Five Questions to ask when registering online



1. Are you 18 years old and a citizen? 

If you are 17 but will be 18 by the next 
election, you may register, but must do 
so on the EL-131 form and send it in to 
your clerk with a copy of your proof of 
residence. OVR does not work if you 
register on your 18th birthday. Only U.S. 
citizens may vote.



2. Do you have a valid Wisconsin driver 
license or state-issued ID?  

If no, you must register using the EL-131 
form and send it into your clerk with a 
copy of your proof of residence.



4. Is your name current?

If not, you will need to update your name in 
person at the Social Security Administration, 
then at the DMV, also in person.  Then you 
may proceed to MYVOTE.WI.GOV to register 
online to vote.



3. Do you have your license/ID card with you?

If you know your social security number, you can go 
to wisconsindot.gov to retrieve your driver license 
number and expiration date.  Go to ”DMV Online 
Services”.

















5. Is your address current?

If not, go to wisconsindot.gov to update your 
address before attempting OVR.  There is no fee 
unless you want a new card.  Your license/ID 
does not need your current address at the polls.  
You may now proceed to MYVOTE.WI.GOV to 
register online to vote.











Update address and click on ”Next”



Wisconsindot.gov

Addresses may be changed online.  You will need to know your 
social security number. There is no fee unless you want a new card. 

Current address does not need to be on your voter photo ID.

Driver license number and expiration date can be found online. You 
will need to know your social security number.

Name change must be done in person first at the Social Security 
Administration then at the DMV.

































Screen will fade to grey while myvote compares 
your information with the DMV.  This is your 
proof of residence.



X









Online Voter Registration is only available during Open 
Registration—20 days before an election.

Voters should appear in the poll books. If not, the voter may present 
the certificate of registration at the polls on Election Day to receive 
their ballot,

Special Registration Deputies may no longer accept registrations as 
of January 9, 2017.

Anyone may assist a voter to register online or with the EL-131.  You 
are not bound by your municipality.

Remember:



You must have a current and valid  Wisconsin driver 
license or ID to register online.

The DL/ID number, voter name, DOB, and current 
address must match the information on file with the DOT.

Voter may update address online at wisconsindot.gov, 
but must update name in person at the SSA and the 
DMV.

continued



Registering Out-of-State College Students 

• Out of state students can register at vote.org/state and 
request an absentee ballot

Or
• Register at their college with EL-131with appropriate POR:

o Copy of student ID and a fee receipt dated within last 9 months
Or

o Copy of the student ID if the institution provides a certified 
housing list to the municipal clerk



In-State College Students

Register using OVR and request an absentee ballot

Or

• Register at their college with EL-131with appropriate POR:

o Copy of student ID and a fee receipt dated within last 9 months

Or

o Copy of the student ID if the institution provides a certified housing list to the 
municipal clerk
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VOTER REGISTRATION IS ABOUT WHERE YOU LIVE.

VOTER ID IS ABOUT WHO YOU ARE.
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 State of Wisconsin Driver 
License*

 State of Wisconsin ID Card*

 U.S. Uniformed Service ID 
Card*

 U.S. Passport (Book or 
Card)*

* These accepted IDs should be unexpired or if expired, after the date of the most recent general election:   
Currently November 8, 2016.

-ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID-
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 State of Wisconsin Driver 
License or ID card Receipt

 Certificate of 
Naturalization

 Tribal ID Card 

 Veteran’s Affairs ID

-ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID-



-ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID-
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COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OR TECH COLLEGE STUDENT IDS +

Additional Proof of Enrollment is Required
 Student’s name

 Student’s signature

 Student’s photo

 Date the card is 
issued

 Date the card 
expires*/**

*Date must not be more 
than 2 years from date 
of issuance.  

** The card can still be 
used for voting if it 



-ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID-
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REQUIRED ON PHOTO ID: 

A CURRENT ADDRESS IS NOT REQUIRED

 Elector’s Photograph

 Elector’s Name

 Valid Expiration 
Date 



-ACCEPTABLE ID WITHOUT PHOTO-
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 Citation dated within 60 days of the 
election

 Notice of Intent to Revoke or Suspend 
a Driver License dated within 60 days 
of the election

 State of Wisconsin ID card WITHOUT 
Photo issued for religious objection 
to being photographed

IDS WITHOUT A PHOTO THAT CAN BE USED:
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HOW TO GET A FREE ID

An elector does not need a birth certificate to vote. 
However, if you have documents like a certified birth 
certificate, social security card and proof of 
residence, bring them to the DMV when applying for  
your free Wisconsin ID CardIf you do not have a certified birth certificate or 
other documents available, the DMV has a petition 
process to verify records for free. You can still get 
a State of Wisconsin ID card receipt after one visit 
to the DMV even if your documents listed above are 
unavailable
People needing assistance in getting an ID – including a ride to the DMV, if 
needed – can call the ACLU’s voting rights project, at 608-285-2141.  This 
number will connect voters with local assistance throughout the state of 
Wisconsin.
Or call Vote Riders at 414-882-8622 for local assistance.
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-ACCEPTABLE PHOTO IDS -
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE/ TECH
+ ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION

TRIBAL ID

CERTIFICATE OF 
NATURALIZATION

WI DRIVER LICENSE

WI STATE ID CARD

VALID WITHOUT PHOTO

WI DRIVER OR 
WI STATE ID RECEIPT

U.S. PASSPORT 
BOOK OR CARD

U.S. 
UNIFORMED 

SERVICES

VETERAN 
AFFAIRS



This training is made possible by:

Wisconsin Election Commission
Wisconsin League of Women Voters

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Voting Advocates of Brown County—member of Coalition of 

Voting Organizations
:
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