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Course Ob_jcctivcs

Tl’ie stuclg of lawin societg requires a thorough examination of the comPiex iinkages between the
law and the society within which it exists. | his course is dcsigncci to explore the cignamic and
comP]ex connections between law and society within the (Jnited States through a consideration
of ]egal tl'ieorg (ways to think about the law), various methods of constitutional interpretation,
and several substantive legal issues centered around fundamental civil rigt*its and liberties. We will
also consider the distinct limits on the abiiitg of the law to effect social ci'iarige, and Ponder
alternative methods of achieving social progress (however one might define this most contested
of conccPts). The substantive issues that we will cxpiore include racial discrimination and
equalitg, abortioriJ affirmative action, and the death Penaitg. ]n st'iort, the casy issues about
which few Peopie disagree! | I’]OPC tolead a tl'iougl'iticul cxpioration of the many ways in which the
law is affected i)y society and how society itself is atleast somewhat resPonsive to Changes inthe
law. | also l'ioPe to Higtilight the Potcntial gap between the ti‘ieorg and practicc of law and
Poiitics‘

Student Kcsponsibilitics
Your PerFormance in this class will be based on three examinations. You will also be expecteci to
attend class on a regular basis and contribute to classroom discussions. | will also take into
account class attendance and Participation (more on this be]ow). E_acti of the exams will count

for one third of the final course grade.

Mg attendance and Participation Policg is as follows: | will take attendance on a semi~reguiar



basis. Students with two orfewer absences will receive no grade Penaltg. Students with three
orfourabsences will have theirfinal gracle reduced by 5%. Students with five absences will have
their gradc reduced bg 10%. Students with six or more absences will receive an “[7 for the
course. Stuc{ents who make consistentlﬂ meaning#u] and thoughtgu] contributions to classroom
discussions will receive additional, Positive consideration when | am dctermining final gra&es.
Students who make raﬂdom, loud comments that are unrelated to what we are talking about in
class, or students who wear their hats in the classroomj or students who read the newspaper
cluring classroom discussionsBthese PeoPle, if PeoPle you insist on ca”ing them, will be oPeﬂ13

ridiculed bg the instructor.

The grading scale in effect for this course is as follows: 0-59=]" (how could this have

happened?); 60-69=D; 70-77=(; 78-82=/(; 83-87=D; 88-92=A/D>; 93-100=A (you
rock the Casbaln).

Students with any sort of a clisabilit\tj should contact Disabilitg Senvices, locatedin 95 1500,
tel. 465-2841.

| also have a Po]icy on P]agiarism: USing someone else’s ideas or Phrasing or representing those
ideas or Phrasings as your own, eitheron purpose or tlnrough carelessnessj is a serious academic
offense. Ang student found to have engagec{ in P]agiarism will receive an «f= forthat assignment,
with no Possibilitg of a “redo.”

chuirccl T extbooks

Hugl‘x Bedau, Debating;tln_c Death Fenaltq (2004)

Char]es Ogletree, A” Deliberate Speecl (ZOO‘%)
Gera]d Rosenberg, 77)6 fjo//ow que (i 99 ])

Course Qutline

Topic One: |awand Social Change: An Jntroduction
Keadings: M.L. King, | etter [ rom Birming!ﬁam City Jail” (On the ]nterne’c)
T horeau, “Civil Disobedience” (On the |nternet)
Walzer, “The Obligation to Disobeg the | aw” (On Reserve)



Bohman, T he Moral (Costs of Political Pluralism” (On Reserve)

Topic Two: T he Federal Courts and Social Changc: A Brie{: (onsideration
Reaclings: Rosenberg, introduction and Chptr. one

Topic Three: The Federal Courts and Racial Equalitg: A First Cut
Rcadings: Rosenberg, clnptrs. 2-5& 12

EXAMINATION ONL

Topic Four: Jim Crow: A Freface to Brown v. Boarcl of | ducation
Reaclings: Og[etree, ChPtrS. 6&7

Topic Five: Brown and its [mmediate Aftermath
Rcadings: Oglctrecj chptrs. 1,2,8,9

Topic Six: Prown Twentg Years | ater: | rouble Brcwing
Reaclings: Og!etree, chptrs. 3-5,10& 11

Topic \/l] Tl-vc 1980’s and Bcgond: Brown’s Clﬂa”cngcs
Rcadings: Oglctrec, Cl’\PtFS. i2-18

EXAMINATION TWO

Topic Eight: Abortion and Women’s Kights: What Role for the Courts?
Readings: Kosenberg, chptrs. 6-9

Topic Nine: Thc Death Fcnaltg: chal, EmPirical and Fhilosophical (onsiderations
Rcadings: Bedau, entire book

FINAL EXAMINATION



