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TMs ttrth ecUUcn of rot~ \.101TS re.wres t.ht Hte:-.ry ..,., 
artistic worlc of: 
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Steve Beml<o 
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Deoblc O.vid 
9A OeKelver 
Ali l son CUIIce 
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Lhl rre~rd 
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Steowen Hil.rtelou 

-..HJ .... 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

....... 
.lay Kleiber 

lhol"e'.$01 KruhU: 
JMest.eHtlfa 

BUJ MtZCek 
Brian Mlrtin 
Jill lb.osell 

Pll,ll S.lf'al 
..\.llle Sb.U tre:* 

OJ ...-.o Snd th 

Chtryl St.ri" 
Mark Staudenblle.r 

ltia') Thielen 
Mlry VJoli 

lhls ecHtJon ~rk& thO fiFth QI)C)eat ance or N:WU~N t.ICHTS. The 
journal o.tlg,inatcd 1n 1980 u tt~e prod..Ct or a e:ruuve writing 
ccurse tall'l by- 8Ul Wrcsch. Slnce thin, 1t hM tree"~~ fW.Ittured 
Dy ~~~!!~~~bert or the tnglbh rd·Art. OepartMnts tnet t\.tded by the 
unl~erstty or Wisconsin Herlnettc COunty foundetlon. 

0# typl1! this ,_,. .. $ Sla ~hin. 0toena tapl(e servect ts • 
reaat.r. ~ Mary Jaen DUCIC n1lsted WJltl PI-C1 tcatlon details. 
Students in Art 111 dl:slgned the cl.,.sy. promoUonaJ I)O!.ters 
lllhlctlt h.llg on ~. O'leryl Stank crntAed the blodt print 
.nlCh IClC)rN.N on 011 coYet. ~rort~t.cly • .e COUld rot ~ 
Usn all ti'lt entries ~tted this yeer; w ~tdtn, t'IOiolever, to 
thank everyone whO contributed. 

(<liter: ~l'en At..JC~d. F"aculty sp:nsort: Da'dd At.ood. ~s 
I.IMitl ta, ..line YarbrOi.lgh. 

MY CANOE, MY 
FRIEND . dianne smith 

Allve and fll0v1ng, 
PoOO!IroO. 
Rocks, .. i.rls, .. 'ttS. 
Trccrs, rlc.ers, SQJJrrell, Dees, 
Sparlc.ltno waters , getse, 
fo. , OJJtt, 
Sollb.dt ~re, 
~ ~. "' friend. 

~rUglng t.l'u:"ol.ql the .aocll, 
BltdS, dlte.r, ano tll..lt'Ul'tlleJ, 
Hlture surrc:u"'IS, 
rtre end ltn:::h, 
A o1ece of Uo;lng, 
the tornt OJt Or:W\ tor '*"• 
Anxious to be blck on the r I ver, 
,.,-canoe, .-y friend. 

flirting • lth ••ter, 
weedS, turtles, 
Reflect1ons or ucy n cJCUCS, 
~..:~ralls, 

Scu'dl or fury! 
~.t~lirtJng $1)rtyl, colors or ralf't)ow 
WllderntS!; C;nadl, 
81U!: •ter$, $0et1cllng waters, 
5l.nf'tlyt. -.nset, 
tcntf!ITC)ll\ti'V the day' s eKDtrlence, 
My e....,., rry f'r llt'lld. 



A TREE LIKE 
ME . anonymous 

Orear l..rte 
You shed your leaves as tears 
vou don blos.sons to cover your bareness 
vou sing ln t.he wind to t~r your rears 
Oear tree 
The to.ages yru reflect 
An nueh too ....:1l 

Uke ~:~e. 

INNER STREAMS . james cook 

I see sUCh beauty wann and ttue, 
1l flOtts ftOn imet streams, 
and surfaces with rQOiance 
or danc:i''IQ IJIOc:n.ltt t~etalii:S. 

It slatted with 3 crystal tear 
and gre. t.o form a 1)00} 

or ge-..a.lt'le s!KQI!clty 
to cleanse the he3rtless fool . 

fht shim:.ering POOl beQ9n to flow, 
erosion wore &KOy, 
the heart of stone that cried alMe 
ted IIICl ted frotn decay. 

T'o clc.,d the lftlnct in any way 
will also halt" t.he heart, 
ll'ley •on< together in {)I)Od Meather, 
thtv' re usel~ss tar ~r-t. 

THE AWAKENING 
. emma perry erekson 

A bell Unlded, calling the proprietor, as a y01..ng WQill)n 
QlnQerly pushed open the d:lor, stepped over the threShold W 
ente-red the 9TI8!1 SflOC>. ._r feet silently crossed the carpet. 
Her eyes Ntte wlde 3S they gl<~ntll!'d abo.Jt. The 'MOf'lder she felt 
was reflected tn her OOU'Itenance. She ventured for.atd, taking 
11'1 the beauty or clothing draped over mannequins and 
rt llir9 the racks before Mer-. Oair~ty ornsnents, placed here 
*"'<' there on the Shelvt$, enhanced the loveliness of the 
Ollmet'1ts, creating M aor& or beauty U"!lltce anything $he ~d 
heretofore seen. 

The stiCJI) seemed e'll{)ty . The carpet, alt~ clean and 
conrortaole, had been .orn by aony years of sewice qJiet1ng 
the teet of OCU'Itless ~n ~ hM visited. Sone c&fte in te11r 
~ $Ore grudging.ly, not desJrlng the ~ret, but forced tor 
varlous reasons into ..earJng it. Others, like the YOI.J'l9 WOftan 
now withln the ShOp, Mel •~1ted anxiously, often appre. 
henstvely, ootll tne tilr.le ca-=e rot the:;~ to be omitted. 

There W3s a certain dtrftCl.llty in nncHng the way. Some 
stc.rrbled into the Sh:lp Q.Jite by acctdent ard never returned. 
Still others c~ in frequently, V'tll the apparel .as ro 
longer suitacle. Solie woaen nevet fOI.I'd the Shoo at all. 

She knew all of these thlnos. She h3d known, too, since 
early chll(t'IOOO that She 1110uld search dll1genUy for the shOp 
aoo that -"en She fOI.nd it and entered, all -ould bt beautiful. 

Hany thOugllts darte<l thto..Jg\ her ll'lfn(f as She passed each 
rack, carefully l~ing over tl'le gow«''S. Not having bee"~ here 
b8fore, She had little ioea W"tat to expect. 1)'1, She had heard 
oU-.ers discvss the clothing they had p.srct'las.e(f here, an.1 very 
often the prtce WlS hi~. but that did not deter her. Ac-tually 
She thou~t little about no. m..ch She liiOIJlc:t pey, knowing that 
wl'18lever the oo$t, She would ce willing to fteet i t. Aftec all , 
haiTI' t She awatteo this day wltn anxious heart? 

9'11! studied ttl<: r~ks, lOOking over each creation with in-
terest and rasetnatlon. ~ cJelignted with t.he array, she 
was '-"iible to til'lCI the oarlf(!nt She so14'!t . With a senSt of 



growing e-~tMcy, ;he continued to sca.rch, det~ to rind 
the ~ that IIIOUld 610$t beC<lrnC her. F'or, you see, she 
would be allowed only one. Certolnly, on oocasion, a WOII8t'l aas 
a.arelad fiOre thGn one, bvt thO:t 'IIi» very rare, and no one 
seerred to know the cireU'IIsttnccs surrounding such en 
oocurrence. Perhaps the~ women enter-ed the boJtlQJe at a 
particular tltte, (If\ ::1 IX)t'tiCU13r doy, or perhaps it 1118$ their 
oono..ct after entering th::.t e(lmeef thtft a prl!lfliV'I. 

The girl glaneed furtively <~bout , roncnt>crlng tales of 
those who were su:tienly 1.1$her«< out in a secning:ly Ul'lllarranted 
fn.hion before ~~~akl~ their selection. She breaU'Ied evenly 
:agai,n in the solace of her ~rroc.n:litlg$, toecing that she was 
sun a lone. 

orr to one side, she noticed a roCk holding 111'Qt SCCilOd to 
bt • $pCCial selection of gal'l'l'len.U, <t>vlously set apa.rt. She 
feH herself I'IOYing toward 1t1 dr3-'>«'~ there not unwHU1'91y. As 
She slowly, al.rlost fearfully ~Hd the got«''S pest her, one by 
one, she suddenly gasped with IIIIOI"'dCr. Her eyes caarc to rest on 
the iiiOSt beavtif\.11 creation she Nd ever seen. It was long and 
riowi~·-yuds $'ld yards of white 1.410" Mhitc, bee so delicate 
tl'l:lt $he reached fo rth her finger~ al~r-OGt reluctantly, fearful 
that even thtir gentleness would dls~hc the exquisite dcllca­
c:y. She knew, c:l"' yes, She knew! Thi~ one -.ar; hers, and hers 
alone. She carerully lifted the ~m.ent orr iU rock n held 
!t •inst her sU~t f'ra'f'e. Then :he twirled with CKCitCCICnt, 
ruled -.lth an elaticn She had never dre():ned cdst.cd. Oh, 1t 
was gr-oncl! Words could Mt express the feel1f19$ t.hot welled 
•lth.in her. She stood enthralled, a reverent grot1tu:1c over­
coning her. Her eyes feil to the go.n held ttght to her tod';', 
and as they rose again to the altror, ~ .a~ ~tortlcd to sec 
another r~ reflected fWil behind he.r. 

~!· she exclaimed, "1 .•• 1 d.ict'l't realhe :~nyonc """:; 
here." 

The $h00k~r s:niled benignly, as ~ he t~PI)roved or 
her selection. He was an old tll3n, bent •ith years. 
ThiCk lllhitc hair brushed back frort his rorehe:ad frOIR<:d regular 
features . A short, straig"lt rose S4.1lPCtted the • ire ~toclcs 
that U'lrtalened to slide err. 

•t $eC yeu ha've lf'l8de your scleeUon--a beauty, that one-­
and on e.~~cellent chOice.• 

She stepped toward hisr ~itOtotly. ~ld 1 ... ShOuld­
n't I • .• try lt on?" she uked. 

"No need for that,"' he chuckled easily, "all cur ~rments 
nt perfectly • • . at least Hhef\ they leave the shOe>." 
Lost in theu;tlt, his IIOUth turRX! 1.4) ~l~Uy at the eorne.rs; 
then his heed ShOOk pathetically. The :mile faded. Cblivious 
to hi.S sadrle$.s1 the girl nov«~ to the count.cr with 
detetmtnauon atd lovingly laid her $election I.C)On it. 

'"Ah, yes, " the S"'opkccpc:r ~igl'led with a tireCI tv,.tskiness. 
"Jincl I'IOW ycu wiSh to j:)UI'Cha.SC the g::.raent , do yoJ? Ycu are 
willing to pay the price? vcu realize the conseq,ISOOC$ or tl\1s 
tran.saet.ion?" lie stetcd the questions, rathcr than 
aSking then, and gazed st.cadlly into her eyes. the YOI.I"9 wt:fl'lan 
begar. to CO"Dprehencl the f'oll een~--not whet they ·~tere 
$C)e<:if1cally-- but that she would rE!CO!J'l.te and a<:«pt the'n as 
they cne, She 1\Cdded her heod, ::1 IU'IP growlng in her thrOat . 
Overcame by the fecUng that ~ .ould never be the s...e, She 

tnade the c:omdt:.~ent that .ould be bind1ng for the rest of her 
life. Nodding ageln, thito tine with eore certainty, she felt 
her 1110uth bre-ak slowly into o ~He, revealing the joy tn her 
heart as !he sllently prcrnhcd to pay the price. 

1he Sho~per abo nodded, an approving look upon his 
raee. He tenderly picked ~ the garment and held 1t 
tO'N&rd he.r, ptonOISI<:ing what seemed like a blessi~: 

"Here then--it it; yours. \liear it with love, with pride, 
end with wisdom for aU yot~r days. • 

llis head inclined sli~tly toward a small enclosure ~ch 
$he recognized as a drcss.ing t'()(Jelo, She lHtcd the go..n care-
fully and h.Jrried ta-o.rd the CfOOr, Once inside, her ringers 
t:-eobled as She remc:wcd her c lothing, wistfully r~ing "'* 
well !t had served her, but ~llz.lng that the time had cone to 
put e•ay Childish things. She lowered the new 9'tment over her 
hebd end gl!Jil)~CI the radiant reflection before her . 



"So this 11 .r.t it ·s Ul<.e--how bea..~Uful ! .. She U'1014'1t. 
Jln 1 .. 01 or lcvtllnes.s Sft..Uect ~ at her. f illed w1U1 an un­
e:t~Dlatneo r~Yt.rtnce, 5ht Shivered s.U~t~tly. 

She 010 not 1~ dalin en r.er Cl.Searded cJott\lng as 1l'lll 
sl.eCIQeiO o...t or thr crenlr9 f'OCD. lhe ~ stood eyeing 
~ • ., ~ '- crt ~ lf:SIXIIitS!ble for hi!!!' ~l'ti'IC:e. 
metr eyes -et, arm • cuf"1"e"'': or ltJ"te a"'C I.I'Oerstanding rtc.ecJ 
bl!t""" ~,... te sUttd Sllll)ly, "It oec ... s ,.ou. • 

t;rr tYts tnone, ful l or hC:Ot for the U"lSem future w 
..cul CI netp to ,_., tte'r et'leeks aQl()lll with a l"b Mturlty, and 
a COU'Ittr~W~ee rtcUtltit'lO SI.Ollae love, she walked 
brt~tlv to t.he: dOor n opened n . The bell tlti<led, ana w 
steppeo rorth. cJotll«t tn tne rooes or ..othertooel. 

IF YOU'RE WONDERING 
o duna hipke 

... sitting nue 
Oil 
by 

$tlr, 
1t' -' because 

I .. 
• ..... 

do 

SOLITARY 
NIGHTS 0 debbie buellner 

lcl'lely nl9"ts 
4alkif'l9 o::-t \ht corridOr, 
I Mt tnt r-oo- at tht enG, 
ohtre I $pllnd -r sollt.ary nJ~s. 

I c:w 1 into a ball 
l.t'O!Ir the ~n 
(')l the beO, 

llhete I spend tiM alone. 

lOOking out the wlnd:lws 
At the bluebladc: sky, 
I see the full IIIOOf'l 

and think~~ 
'"hhat about my 11 ,.,... 

Te:ar$ fall as 1 f'tflOC't. 
HeM 1 CI1$Hke rOI*Jbertno. 

I c:1~e ny eyes, 
..,. ~ Sltic.S SlC.ly 
Into •Y plllo-, 
Jlind 1 Or!tt. orr to sl .. , 

Thtn lltlke to the Mom1ng s..n. 
~ tt\fo4' \ht • l.rdold • 

HIDDEN TREASURE o jay kleiber 

lt"~Sre is a treasure 
Within th1s earthen vessel 
longing to be (QU'\CI, 



NUCLEAR PHANTASMAGORIA 
• bren ~!wood 

The UIO.qlt «:~f .t~~t ~rtc.en .auld oe like 
If the lUtes ,._, a chJrtce confn)ntatlon 

Tro.bl"s ay sleep, 
tht th041t ot ,...t Ane-rlc., 
fht tro..q,t cr .llhlt A'nerJca, 
Tne li'ICIUflt or ..r.at A-nerica JIOI.IId be U~<e 
H tne rU<es 1'11)0 ~ Chance conrront.fttion 

TroJ>Ie.s trt sleep. 
tt.r.c dlmlttls, no. lettest tnau thy MtYtnt, 
Now lellest thOu thy servant 

Oeplirt 1n ~­
The t.t'O.qll of' llhlt ~riea, 
The troqTt or lh!lt ~rtea, 

me \l'clul1!l or .,..t .w.r-tea ~G~Jld t1t Uke 
If the ~s hid a~ c:cnffOf\tatlon . 

Cl'll ,..,. 1 t 
1'r~ln ., sleep. 

(At.occs· s DOEIIt is' based on -canttco 011 Sole" by Ezra Pol.nd.) 

SHADOWS & EYES • ~nonymous 

OC!e.O dlilrtc shiildoll$ 1\lde 
EYerytnlnc;; OJts1dl 

£yes 
Q.ltet cold eyes hide 
(verythlnQ tnstde 



BRING BACK THE MUSCLE 
CAR • pat kass 

I •s in IO¥e 6..ctlng the ninet~ slxllts. N1nt -as not a 
noN~~l lo~. cut an affectlcn fot a pertlcul.:- lOde of tnns­
oortltlcn--U. a.rscltt car. A 8USCla car 11111 an aver-age rcrct, 
Chevy, or Pl)'fiCIUth, its engine ~rtllttlt «anlllld witl'l a 
910""tle-tlze tn¢na. (By CO'IIPEitlRn, the rour.eylll":der ~­
ec:J11)1Ctt or thlt ellt'Ues breal< tty heart. 1 just can't get ex­
cited lbOut dtivlng a gas-saving place or tin wlth dlQital rea~ 
out lnstrunents.) 

the sl•Ues brCJU!1"t. .., speed. NO, root t.he tclrd that CCI'IeS 
In ttl~~ rom of lllhlt.e teblet.s, but tht aort thlt ~~ tro~~ 
P~ll"; tn .ccelerator. Tht r .. t of power \t'd!r .,. eontrol 
Mt"dJ (f.ll¥tn ~ cr 5Plna. 1..,..tv ~rs ego .n auto 
..-rs ...rt 1n a -..sclc cu •r. Tht; "'- u. q.,1d<:tt a ear 
IIOYtG, u. r•t.-r 1t -ould au. 

Auto proc.\Qsrs gave thti:- cars W'ld thl eng1t'IH tn ~ 
tiiiiiH thOt ~ "'' htarl ~kip a beat.. rord heeled their cars 
•Jtn ,......, Uka Boss ancl MaCh l. In the ~ ~t, 
rord puteel dealls on th8 motors thet r.ad Cobra Jet and Police 
lt~tercte~tor. Che"y' s big 110t.ors .crt c:allod Rats. Pnd their 
Uttlo notou MOuse$ . Chevy QUt. a "SS• arttr etch car' s na~~e 
lllhlcn atood ror ~r Sport. PlVf'IOVth't II'OCiel ~~ U.:luded 
St.clerblrel, Chlllonger ancl Ma~. Oldsnoblle heel t car natred 

at.1, NCh Olglt rOI).rnontlng • feet loout tnt car thlt appealed 
to -v fttllth car cntnvsi..,--\1'10 flrll .... stooel tor four­
bun! ctri); t.ht s.:ond ., • ..etnl rour tiPtOd tr..,..sslon; w 
-r fWit'elotl\t.d 6Al eJihauS:t. 

OUting tN $hUts the styling, the oeet.ls, e""'!n th! color 
of tht ~ oetnt •re .-ew~t to ortng lhft:r PC:ltMMt. O'!e 
Pl~th bclru'w'ler, painted bright Otan9' lfiCJ green, featured 
V. lcwttblt e•r-tocn c.reatvre •lth hh trid<s t\IY'Iing 
t.ht tntlrt length or the euto•s bedy. (n'!t Roac:IIU'Y'IIn ' s horn 
evtn went 9HC>-·9ceP! ) Racing stripes .. n "it~• and .:)S\ 
r!Odoh 'C)Ortod thOII. (.very Httle dottll of the nuscle cars 
reprtMf'ttCI SC>tOd anct excile~~~ent . 

By contrast, automobiles ~ today trt just plain bOring. 

1htlr engine c:o•on-~tt ere sturreo •1th gollutton roses ln­
stt'ld or ~ size enot,... Mln.lfcturers PI'C*It.e tt'lelr 
I!Cidels •tt.h x.P.c. a..rctels r•wrtng llttle old ledin.-­
thet at.-ys lode like ~·· Qfllldle sa!Jlno CMt:f 

car-5 thlt are s.Jlu ttwl they are. rout<yl.lndler engtnn, 
t.hlt stntn to oo fifty-tlve, are tnstallea U'lde.r -ast englrci 
heod5, an:i four barrel c&rtJuretots ht'le been replaced wllh 
Clttlu:retors that lletlSi.Jte e'ltry orop or QIS. 

Car nrm~s today are tedious: rtesta, Topaz, RabbH., 
Citation, t"hevette and Alllence. Ml colors ltke a~rii'IC, 
beige, peac:n, and carnation COil the tvtOI"oblles p~ to­
City. Like the car-s or tne sl.~ttles, ftiOdem autos also sport 
decals-..(.h}eaoed cnly. 

1o w a car :ls mre u.n trr.scxxrtatlm. Bring DIO( the 
cttys or «l-cent-a-Qlllort gn. Let • oet ~ dfl\l ann per 
Qllllcn. J 113'1: speed, a C8r t,.t ca"' bJrn tn! tl.IJbe'! off u-. 
Ures, 8f'ld a fOJr speed tnnSftiU1on : can po.e:r9'1Ht. 
Palint .., l"'ee cat a brlO'l': color n oeste 1t •:lth oec:als. rill 
Its engine Cl::llP8tUient •ltl'l ell ~t.cr. 

Brlno back the MJscle en. Bring beCtC my love ! 

AA . dea,.. hipke 

(11ft Is so 
lrmlc) 

the sltuet.ton•s 
Chro'\10 

osn enct LOnlc 



GOLDEN BLANKET 
0 debbie david 
• huoge golden blltlket 
Clothes Mctnt.r brth. 
II. reaper reeovn her covert. 

ANIMAL INEQU ITY o mary violi 

~ttl~ to be rotf)td or its 
rroHCit.y ur~, 
the' eel f slules 1n the fry1f9 .,.,.. 

SHOPPING CENTER o bill marcek 

A Sl'qiOtno cenw 
Jln eiiCellent prorotlcn 
Pwoplo turn savage 

DESTIN ED TO BE 
HUNG o jay kleiber 

Ot$t1ned to oe hl.l'l9, 
H.is race now l)l.lrple ano g~­

Creeplng CtlllrJie Jives. 



THE WRITER . jessica audin 

The writer went ovt with her pen, 
To extensively :tu:ty ~ .tltfl, 

And she fOI.Nt In her se-arCh, 
Thoulfl there •: goodness in c"-..reh, 
The fU'l'$ in lniq.lity•s den. 

SONNET NO. 1 
. deana hipke 

Never endeavored to • rite o somet ; 
l'ever ~rstood -.het Ot'le -.s ~ for. 
It' s just a poetn with wgor poured on it, 
A'wj 1t yOU've re{l(t one, you need read no more. 
9'1akeSC>e•re has the monopoly on it--
Penned f ifty or sixty, or several soore. 
I ' ve no urge to try one--a pox~ tt! 
'fthy $hould I r<Y'Ole? It's been said before. 
rrequent.ly 00 I wax sentimental, 
See gatelens in faoes--roS-e's, 8fd .orse-­
Dvt stop myselfj lt is detr~tal 
To w.a.st.e roy efforts on su::h silly .. erse. 
M, to be sure, I'd love the sonnet l'lOre 
If I had a lover to -rUe one tor. 

THE CHEMIST . paul salfai 

At 1ff1J tat> st.a:tion ncar the back of the chEmistry l aboratory 
Where the dlst1 11ed water tanks sit, and the chalkboard 

is oovered with redOx CQVilltiQnS, 
Ny lab partner is filling ovt an cxpe-rl.rlent report. 

t hesitate at the evaporation hOOd, detecting 
rron ovr t~st t\bes, the Cd>t of inOrg;.nic ~ 
SiAHar to an Ol)en ~CI< of 1~ rertilher. 

SOO:rt as he may be, the !nterpreuuon 
or this date is nearly lfiPOUible, and 1110st or it uscleu: 
T read oot to h.1tl soae vital tnromolion. 

Svt he orrcrs h1s OMn hypothesis, 
seen1no to rorget ff1Y reaction and 1ts bol*"Ccd equation. 
A St3te or perpledty ~~~atertaHzes, a:-.cJ 

The entl re class appears to be confused, 
And then he starts to t itrate again with a new solution 
or actd, 3nd then is confused again. 

I tec$11 the netalllc precipitate 
W\10h settlec:t In the test tube, five atr.Jtes t)3.St; 
ttlw we tns.ert.ed an eyedropper, extracted the centrifugate 

And transferre4 it to an Erlenmeyer rtask, not to $pi ll it; 
And when for half a ldnute, thrCJI4'l the elear vol\ITIOtrle ~aker, 
~ Observeo the violent , cl0U11y,.. aciole 

kid hetercgetleOIJS r.l~ture 
React In U'le hOt w<~ter bath, s.lmnedng li'<e soup 
In the thln~1led Pyre11: bl!aker, 

AnO cool Ulere, thlekenec:! and ooagulated, 
f or ttl!' preelplt&te w» forming; and how our elq)ectations 
proved true when, p0$1t.lvely, 

H settled out or solvtion, 
Siftl1'9 slo:.dy tor the oottcn or the flask 
A.~ CO"'fJrmtng ovr e>redletions or catalytic J<ihetles . 

H is constantly 3 QJCSUon, my l ab partner, 
or rig"lt or 111rong, M we heel ~ic:! before. 1 read ewer 
W'lat 1 had read to y01.1 ~ts prior, only this tinle corrcetJy. 

(Salfal's poeta IS 8 C()C)y-·•rite of Richard Wilbur'$ •fhe W'riter. "') 



NOVEMBRRRI . deana hipke 

Hov'tmbcr: the dreariest tnOnth. Cone are the bhutng 
maples, the coot $!.R"'Y days of O::tobcr. The tree.s have shed 
their oolorrvl gort>, baring their stiffened U.f'fll$ to the nipping 
cold. we hGve gathered their tattered leoves, bagged them end 
burned then, as H U'le')' .ere the contagious clothing or a plague 
vletla. Yes, sumer dled long ago, and autUJn too has passed 
acay. winter, II\ the pregnant clOU!Is of the NO'vsrber Sky , 1$ 
waiting to be bOrn. 

The freSh , playful O::tober spirit has been rrt"'teneo eway 
by a hateful fury that sne8ks: lAder doon.ays and -..es the hOuSe 
shiver and ~- The sun ha$ d.iJMied her lig"lt ¥ld shortened her 
worki1'9 day to ~rve et'lt!f'9'/ for the approachi1'9 winter, :K'ld 
the dull groy :sky $irKs lo..er and lONer, threatening to drop t he 
srrot.hering .,itc blenket. Any tiMe, now, any Uae . . . 
No'vcnbrrrl 

CLOUDS . anonymous 

Are t hey abo\le us, looktno ~. 

Or are we atx:rve therl, sonetw:lM tumeo atOI.tlC? 



FIRE • james Ia malfa 

Cb )'OJ 1t.re1t tt. plnsun or a tire on a fdgid 
o.c.otrewe, 

a,tf\lr.g N.ro -.pta, •l 1 seascned pine: and oak? 
llittct\ln; U. conf'legntJon, 1 see it .ove 

• • if allwe, 
.., .,.. *-"' to the lld..lat!l'lg .. slnQitlg tl.aes, 
lrtn~fllC4ld, seetno there 1..., ye.llo. and 

Ugtt o,..,.. D.ri~t tong...es, 
MIJOI!nt.l end violet tues. 
V'llt.e hOt particles fro. th! ~t .ocd 

veult ~ro, 
htiPing to dl• on the frozen air. 

rner. 11 a 'f'OOI'Id pleasut'e, the gathe'tlf'9 or wood. 
I tnt•r the whhpertng wood$, Ulkir9 core not 

to cut o Uving tree, 
O'lly thoM deed tnc1 rauen, 
'or the forest ls a holy plaoe, 
Ancl th.it o hy!N\ to thOse robu$t for.$ root~ 

ro..ncl ,., 

Cod'a 1llont sentinels. 

HOLIDAYS . mark staudenmaier 

~Uoey seasons ('Oite IJ'd go: 
\11'11\ • lhlille•• 
ttiUOiy kl~st, too. 

NAKED BRANCHES • julie smiltneck 

Naked tree br*"Ches 
lOOk at fallen te.·tH 

l.p:n tl'le sc:hoolYl!rd t..-,. 

ONE FLAKE, TWO 
FLAKES . steve behnke 

one rJ&ke, two flakes, three tJ~s. rovr 
l)'le root, t.o teet, U'lree teet., rwr 

Beautiful wlnler. 

SIGNS OF SPRING . dianne smith 

Spring iS 
cne tobin, 
cne bl~ of gres.s, 
O"le tulip, 
h bud on a trftl, 
MaDle sy~, 
And one shed horse hdr 

on a pair or blue jeans. 



. 
• ~: 
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NOCTURNAL DELIGHT 
. wendy hoffma.-..hutchinson 

ror .-e .,.ra~le reao"~ 
t .. NluSed rrc. sludler 1n tN .ee t1o..1n 
or the .omlng. 
l oathtr .,., COOIX!n-ltke tft'tiPPO:f 
as 1 11ig.rate to the 111indow xat. 

AweSO'IIe is the scene 
thet greets •y sleepy vislon. 
llmtd the trancp...U hours of dltknut, 
the heavens have be:slOMed ~ the earth 
..,. tne'CIIIP8Ssing, cottony t)llf'lket, 

Jht ewr;recns and nai~rlng trees 
bow gnttfully, as 1 edlllre 
their n.Wcnt of d8Ul1ng tllh.it.a. 
Sen:nlty erwdopes w, u the g~t~tle llhhpers 
or nJ~t bedc:cn • bec:k t.o Clr-hnd. 

., ·~-., \ • ' ' J \, ' ,.:, " • • • • '. ... c. ... 
• . • 

. ) " • ,... 
• 

' ' •' 

THE LITTLE REO SCHOOL HOUSE • theresa krulatz 

lruart Otrlctr tor the Ch1l<"*"• 
8ra!t'nak.et, INIC:kaT of •a.c:work, 
J!91ae:r or Auln....., thl Ctty•s Teus; 
Sb..d)'in9. stutylng, ltt.ICI'/If'IO, 
Site of everydty ~fk: 

They say you are ttrtno end 1 bel Seve tl'le!'ll, tor 1 nave seen 
your hills ruu or Children, sone hWJPy, sc.e sad, for Nny 
ye&rs no.. 

lt'ofty tell Me you are htlteloo~IIIOrklng liJI"'d I Ms-.er: Yes, I have 
seen the sd'IOol .oric:tng very 1'111rCI1 001 tchteving very little. 

Mtl they tel l q you are ctutl ltd tny rff!ly ts : ll'l the t1ces of 
OOyt .-.:1 gJrls t have $elln tnt •rtc or hatred . 

Mel ens-erlrlg tl"u$ 1 tuM agotn to thoH 111'0 Mtefully liXIk I.ClC" 
U\lS ay td'IOOI, 8f'ld I gtY't lhM Mc:llc tt'e lOOk and say to U"ea: 
~ • anotf'ttr place • lth tl'lt C'OUf'9 tnd pride of l'leiPIIJO Its 

cMldren Clbtain Oll't .o.cauon. 
Hlr-d es • rock, e-~1"9 1 blodc of liiOCid tor a good olrd, 

sraert •s a llhip, pitted agel.Mt U. st\dents• ~1ng •lncts. 

lla:)riclng, 
Struggling, 
Building, 
Planning, 
working, •reeking, r~rklng, 

t.naer the smltks, throw! by lht ltudents, joking •lth Joke-s not 

10 """'" • Jllktng eve'~ as ., lpr"ll"!t JOker jd(es, lilhO has ne..-er told a 
fll'ny tal@. 

tt:¢1'19 lnd naping thlt \rdlr t.he aurt.ee 'f'Meer .!! a fo.l'dltlCln, 
lnd ll'lde:!" tnt rules u. kCIOOrt W'Cf ecnfl~ ct tn PUentt • 

......,,"""!~, 

Tolertnt or Sli.Cl-hUty, eocl<ery tne1 18U'I'ter ct youth, halt lost, 
but never lo$1.ng CO'JC)-lttely, ttlt prour:r.tu or beirlg: 

Truant Ofrlter, 
erainnaker. 
Oacker of Holr..Ork, 
Maker of Aules ~ Uht CJty' s rawes. 



THE CHOICE 
. anonymous 

"lkn' t speal< to -.e as t~ J .-re sc:tn! half-•ltted child. 
Answer flo/ ~stionl Is the OXtor in?" 

"He's very busy rilit'l mw. tr you 11101.1ld just cal•···" 
"Thank 'fO.J·. 
"Slrl YOJ Ctn'l 90 in there!" 
"I said, ' Than< you. •• 
"He is •lth a patient now! Doctor, I'm sorry, bJt: 1 . .. " 
"That's all right. i'll hlll'dle it f'IOiit ." 

"E)(Cuse me, ~- I ShaH .ait for you in your office, 
Doctor ... 

"0'1, yes . . . I shan' t be lcng. Thartc you. That ~~;111 be 
all , N.rts.e. 1 beli~ we {Ire through, -.crs . LaCey. Y<AJ nay 
crress. vwr pCC$CTipt1on ... uJ be M31t.ing with my nune in the 
outer off'ic:e. .._,rsc, I ' U be in '"' ofrtc:c ror a few ~ninvtn." 

"'octorl" 
"Mr. Button, I know nt you' re going to say!" 
-(J'I , so you 1<now ~t I •a going to say, do YQU'?" 
"Please, let' s not •N this 1<0re dirficult ." 
"Make ..nat ditricult? I ..ant to speal< to you, but you 

already knOw 'llhlt I 'm going to say! well , Doctor , you are not. 
the only e•traordinsry •1ndl r knOw llhst you are goln;l to ssyl" 

~r. Button, plea~t · 

•ves, 1 will , pleose!" 
"'Hr. Button • .• "' 
"Why did you tell them? lil1y? Ne agreed it liiOUld be t.c> to 

IIIC. we ogrecd. I a.ontcd .- little time •::ss oil--a lit tle tiM 
to think obout it, to f191Jrc it w t, to get t~C(!Winted with it. 
l .-~cd you not to :>0-Y onything! ~t obout yOur profe~stonol 
ecnfi<tcnte! Yov'rc like o l{ltlyer. f.l eriA1Nl ean ~ay :)l'lything 
to hi$ lO"'f)'er. He C¥'1 confe$; orry·th!ng, Qt'ld the l :)"Y¢r CQN'IOl 
u:.cor ~;ry onytning obOut lt to anyone without the client's oon­
;cnt. I did not give rrry CQr"'$Cnl!" 

"Plco.se, cab! doMn, Nr. Button. " 
"Coln~ ck:w"l! It's a litt.lc lute for you to OCW"':Sider ae, 

i:;n't .it?" 
" f.l fOQily can help Mst at a time like thlro. 1 kno- hOM 

you feel , end especially •ith old people •• . • 
"Vrul vru know l'w::w I feel? HoM do I feel, Doctor? lt:IW 

do I reel?" 

"Cc:::me ttt~>t, Mr. 8Jtton, you' re I.C)Set," 

~ cso I reeJ?• 
~. you are old and tired and afraid, and afraid 

to ac7lit to that f'ear--ttw.t rear of being alene ancl l<nOifing 
.trat•s ahead. ~st people d::ln' t .ant to l<now what •s going to 
happen or even 'lllhat •s going on. People d::ln't read front page-s 
or ~pers, they MitCh •Three's torpany·" instead. They 
don't go to the cbctor f'or rear of' finding out about scrtE:thing. 
Parents ~ chlldren ¥Wj ch.ildren becO"''e parents. It's a 
confort having a eating f&'Mly at such a time. You have paid 
your Us, so to speak, and rv::M you rust let go anc1 be taken 
care of. life is a circle. MY~ conceives life, rurtures It, 
teacftes it, and rel1nq.J1Shes au that he has learned and 
ar.essed. lt •s a circle. At our appointed hOur, .e all t~~.~st 

relif'ICIJish. Ill! don't always know lllhet's best for ourselves or 
111'0 ' 1'1! too stubborn to a<bit to it. I knON your struggle, Mr. 
evtton, and 1 have made the burden easier tor you. t.t.w, sl~ly 
let go. Cive it to us. " 

"J ltiiOJld like to give you sooething, Oxtor, and if I 
~o~cren • t so old 1 'MlUld. 1 see now you aren' t responsible. You 
cbn' t see. evt, I hOld hq:le that the day you beeotf.e •r age and 
a doctor says to yov ..nat )'OU just said to ne, you will see. 
~~ Oon•t say anything 110re. fl. •an has rew Choices tn this 
1110rl~-many fewer than 'fOJ th!li<. My Choice, t1rf last Choice, 
)'0;.1 have tel<en t:~Way fro.M. Good-bye, Doctor.• 

(This story is en excerpt troa a longer .ork or fiction. ) 



CLIMBING INTO THE 
SUN o brian martin 

1 41111 ureo or screLthltiQ rw brtln 

and QUHUCW'IIng 11'1 sen1ty. SO I'll Clo 

CU.Itl, c llf'b .,.., 

lnto tnt SU'1, 

N.O! ln its .,.._11, 

TO THE JAZZ 
LADY o dan atwood 
Mari•r., ,...rlen, ~lte Nr::Partlano, 
l-t:IM'CS you Qlll t.hlt jlu1 

Mlr.ltn, t40r1tn1 In tlt'f hltrt 1 

lend! 
Hellcluj.ahl 
AAZZ~TAlZI 



PLEASE! FEED THE 
BEARS . brian thielen 
Poor-, lonely creature 

Hl:ltlody cern 

Pt:tlody 1 tstfns 

Tot~ flhitfo feather bNr. 

Just for a ll'IOflent 

Ctn' t SCilleboOy, anyone , 

b:tend your det,f twnd$? ·--­·---To sno. hi.n they care 

&Jt ~ listened 

To the lllhit.e fe<~f.hlr bor. 

Now he has died. 

ln my heart, so have I 

And as they 1001< on, 

All or tne. cry. 

lrbl tNt they'll listen, 

Ears ~!IUS to air, 

It's too late to listen 

To the' wN.te fe-.1ther cear. 

REQUIESCANT IN 
PACH . sue de kelver 

~ t'Uls• 
As 1 M"'Ie':r ~ this old ceaet.ery: 
tt:tt. Qr1er over lO'OICI O"'d, 
But <llsbdlef 
At the lCIPPled ~ll, 
~ 1n casual dlurroy, 
As if SOil! bulldOUno uretatcar 
Had decided to erase "'Oloved Sarah. " 

1 try to d!!ny tne 1ft011t<J disrespec-t, 
aut ~ oraw oren I te Nrkers 
Carde$$.1 y eu:c.oecs ~ tl'lr 

St"o...pitchfO SlOCII 
rorce ~ to CO"'front. thl lojustt.ce ~. 

tr then 1S 1'10 Cl'lt left. 
llt'IO kntw "MMrthl, • 
oo IIIII! SliiOly Cllsus.ote ner torf)stone? 
Are -e IIIOl'e rl(tlttout thin lo4otner NaW:e 
111'10 gently erOdes the ~ry 
or rauen stranocra 
fhrOI.q\ aoes or wtnct; enertcfl 
AnC rainy tears? 
ll'llt ~ de<:Joes 111t10 11 t.o be rtn'lei!Oered 
Anc:l ror how le711J? 

fhSs oe:tf'l.nctory Jut rl~ 
(hly solidi fJ6 
My OWl C'O\I'UWK •llh CtOIItlcn. 

let U.. try to """' as101 the wlrd 
A$ 1t canle-:s my unes ecros.s the ~atus. 

It rill take t.nen1 centurlts 
ro stft my tiny fr~ts 
rrc. the sea 
I 'll call 
My final resting pttee. 



INTERVIEW WITH J.V . 
. james Ia malfa 

"The reporter fron t£nv is htre, yovr Greatness. " 
1. picked I.J) the eaissary's arn,:)OI'Itement vla my M..dlo 

ciUa. was 1 ner vous. 1+f uswlly blue opal~.scent sheen was 
br llflt pin5<, and for a septapxl, that ceans scared. Scared 
plnl<, so to speak. rr lf'o/ cart ilaginous exosl<el eton co..tld have 
scr;JC:Ied the rloor any lower , I .oul d have slithered rather t han 
walt<ed into the t hrcne t'OOD. I p iCked '-P another sound, a deep 
resc::nant booo, probably a sh..neter t~ave. It was the voice of 
J . V. 1 .as Shaking $0 badly that I ohmt dtCIPPed rq recording 
device. 

"ThiS i.S ..,..re.e.1,• ay fevtred l)raln repeated, the one on 
the end or ny ventral tcntaelc. "\ohat own 1, Se-rval or Xicerph, 
Junior reporter for CEITY, doing tnLcrvt ewing J. V.? I ' ll blOM 
H w re as the seven IIOOnS of Xlcai;Jlh. " 

Tl'len 1 t~t of llllhat my editor 1'10Uld do if I did'l ' t 
csny off' the interview. lt had t aken all kinds of machina­
tions to even set '-9 this aeetlng. I f we pulled off this one, 
we .ould scoop COSJUC, cur b iggest rival. 

So hOw did 1 end 1.0 tere? Politics. Itt second crypto­
btvalve-Interutcrtne COU$1n, thrice l'efiii')Ved, 1s one of the 

pslace n!nlon$, ~ ~rt or middle bunaucrat. comec:Uons, 
I 'll tell you, ~re t he only w3y yOu'll get ()1'1 oudien« wit h 
J . v. - Short or being vnother imo0rt41, that H . 

My t rcmvlov; 11~ or thlnki1"9 •-o; tnterrul)ted by the 
~rrlvo.l or the ca!;~ry, v gaGeOus c reature liveried in glowing 
::otellor <)J;t. 0-Jit..c I) dodtlng o.,~tr!t . Nothing tod<y ~t 
th!$ ploce, 1 rcflcet.cd. The cni;$0ry boi):)C(I o benign t.~t 
my )Qy ond I brllfltcncd vioit>ly. tqyt)c I would :ourvhe the 
¢0rling o rdeal with rt po.ro.;kln i nt.oct . Wi t h eoeh po;:;ing 
nono ... #Ceond, the situ.lticn locked ~ l.ittlc Jc;; hepelc:;;. 

'*YOU may enter t~ iiTICt ef'lo.lC>cr, " the oni:;:nuy projected. 
I bc:lwc:d Jow, 41W'3glng to drop a ~llion credit notC on the 

glceming •;Jible floor a:; I :;trodc into the throne f'OOII , I 
l ooked back with "Y left eye stalk. The .-.oney was gone. Wor1<s 
every t ine. 

As 1 c rossed the ~lte narble floor, the sheer size of tne 
throne room w:.s inspiring. lt -ss actually ~ssible to tell 
'~~here the walls--Jf that •s whet you cell thEII'I-~t. 1 heel a 
sense or stancllng on solld netter all rig'lt, but the rOCI'II •ould 



a«~~nly go tnnsl)aret't, ¥ICII r teel'led to be ~ by ~ 
r11Jtons or SU'!S pulsaUng: llit.h evtty Cf\roletic;: vulaUcn 
POSSible. 

l IC'raped "f anterior- digjtl 
•role end •ltect to be a«reued. 
ttrval, lhlt great bas$ voJce SCI(Ike. 

lr'd W~Uent teed M tte 
art-.r ., 1ntu:ainlaiJle lr-

•'ro.• Ny rtse, 5ervlll or Xle&rtf'l, fhe t&.dhrc:e cOiaencet. 
I r•l~ed fly eye stlllk<~ , Sl.lCked tn alr wUh rtt POSterior 

ollh, Ar'(l r'-C)Ue<l, " I 'IIII(IUI(I like t.o t...,. your t.ordShiO ror 
Jtllo.lng this tvt>le being to Interview you. 1 811 also Jl0$t 
orate I\! I ~o yeur Cre3tne.SS ror crett lng • local atncSI)here or 
I)Ure rnonla fOT' thts al~rEJbte betno to breathe. !he trWlro-
9.11 u are 110st I.RXJ'Ifortable end Nkt ~.(II'W! lntervlt:lll$ 
~t nr•tnec. • 

t gl~ '-" fW)rent!'WSJvely. J.Y. •• sttteo on 1 13ats 
tcuJp\ed of Yetned -.:t'ble. 1 oazect 1n ..e •t the orett _,she 
oror. the neree peneuattng e)el tNt co,ld. .-ws Ut.era!ly 
hiO, t.umec1 the illpt.Ciul to stane. or .oue. .,. '*' t.lken t11e 
fo:- or 1 Gt«efull~ pn:JQO:Uonec~ •t\lft .all ~. Oltbed 
In 1 lf\lft .. llll:e ..Ute g3r.ent C~Mcea wltll QOlCI in an lnt!'"!cate 
kty l)ftttern. Hls staU!ly neea .. s IIIIIQU'Itd tn 1 ~lrteent 
..ntte t>nrd, stat th.tOt4'l with Uecks or ony. llllhleh ren over 
HI, •nl~e Chest Hke a st'lcllwer or frozen ltMOI'Ill erystels. He 
wt$ truly QOCI-HI<e, lflhleh suited a deity. 81Jt then, wy C).llll· 
eaUon ones for the tcp......e don't trlrle wtth second rate sov­
el'f!I(J'Is. l.hlll<e the COII{:IetltiM, wy edltcr c:tMatdS class. 

·I.RlrOICh 1100 sJt at •Y rert" rurclt<l II'IY hOst. 
~t"Nlhtt'IQ racSdly rn. a 11lxture or tlehllerauon end fear, 

tct'llllbled l.O tile ti'U1!e broild stairs r4 seeteo ~~)'Self CW'I a 
lc.< ttool. W.t I SCOQ)I If J c:culO .)At St.l)' COOl_.., dli)JO. 
•Ue. l)oe or a::sc.c•s ace reoor'lvs '*' ootto"a ltselt ,_.,.. 
oJICI into the Pll~ aro J.Y. hid Pl6'1it1ecS It Instantly. 

•1 'WI5e ,cur ..Wety._ Se:val. Plene red rree to ask 
ln'f ~Uon p.~ IL<e. ll\ls Is., ICICit'O'ftO lntervtea:. I grant 
tf\81 every aUlenlUII or so.• 

I did, l.n tact, relax a bit. Hy ClCIIOJe pink eptoem tu:n­
eo back to its normal c:palescent blue. J ron over •v ltst or 
QJestlons, turned on cy recoroer, ana the Jono-antle!pateo 
Interview beoan. 

'"'Your Omlsclence. our re~rt heven•t heard ftl..d'l, or 
lite, eboUt that l)lanet YOJ IQlU)It.ed with OJI(fr\.C)edS. -.nat 1s 
lu pruent status?" 

Thr: aaje:s.tic: held ~ t.o.t.rcs ~e. A peturwsl -.ue 
graced Iii$ condy Yis.gc. .., h.dc •• hOlding. I had toucnect 
~ I feYOnxt Sl.bjecl. 

""f\rnt yo., Should 6sk IICOIJt ~tty end earth. ! ·~ been 
orclty pn:cco.,oied wHh otlwr projtc-ts bvt dec:.ldtd to drOp In 
U"'C~ed.ly. Jobst inttrcstl.rl;.• 

He strOked thet s.tl.,.ered aptll.-ey or • beard t~tft.~l Jn 
rcsi)OI\$e. I Milled, not 1Qetik1no. Ietti~ Hill eerry the 
c:utrtt~t -"" cfrHt of the corwenetlcn. 

"I harbor sonn.n&t ot 1 tMnl &POt in my heart ..non I tm­
n1t¢tt about tuta"~s. fhl!l t ' t ,;ry .1 $0111Cllmes take thls for.. 
lt't loosely 1110d!!:ll!d after the ert of one or r:ry belO'\Ied--eh, 
huaans--thet Buonanotl fellow. NOll \titre was an earthling for 
)'CIU. Olvinely Inspired, Ill rtg"lt." 

1 recorded ru~1ous.ly. The Lntervi~ ti8S g:3lng ve.ry •11. 
.. , Win, to r.ve to Uvt out cne•s .,rtal o.lsterce as 1 

o.-ar~ a ith 0'\ly tow 110 and ten digits, inStead of~ 
tle.dble uu......, tcnUcln 1~ J'CIU Xieerc:Nen:s ~ 
lhlt's ce:-t&1nly • htlvy burdrln, cton't rcu egree, Serval?'" 

"M::st a.s.wreclly, your Uinence, • 1 reolled. 
"And then tr-ere•s thlt llttlt •t.ter or ror they repr011.ce 

thelr ltlncl. that. cert.aJnly 110.1ld try the Pl!ltience or 110re 
tntelllgtnl Ctea~Ufe$,• 

I ~ in agrecncnl. J.V. WIS not lacking ln a sense or 
hunor-. 5eltUil rtProcM::Uon, Vfll. rA.Jr n:eUlOO o r propaoatl~­
clonlng.--Wis ll'll.l::h ne.tt~r aoo certalnJy hed l.:s.s drastic socto­
loglcal errecu. Ah, ,.n, earth .a,, 50ne S(lrt or test bed, 
thlt -..::h ae Ill knea:. 

The Creator ga.ted out.111rd l.Oallrd tht cosnos, lost in spec­
uleUoo. It .-, U.-e to ~ u... Snt.ervle- alq. 

"Yeut Crettnes$, If I .. y, o..- t"tttdtrs 11tlUld be mst ln­
te.rtsled 11'1 t.he reornt, lh, acllvlly or Y'(IUtS en l!'ar-Ut. Ruler 
has 1t t.Nt you d1CII11'10ther IP"t flood ln t.he'lr Kldllli! East.• 

"Ett, M yes, Serval. You~., ~Jng. .lJst kletceo 
orr wveral I"CVa$ in the Mll"y \liy. Netded SODe ~rore raw-­
terl&l ro:- thi$ solar lYltLI!II'I 1'• 110rkJ.nQ on. Yru ..ere aSking 
lbout the Ot:1uge, were you not?" 

"Yes, n.y t.ord. J ~!>k;~ tr you had mad! anotter flood In 
U'lat area ee:lled ~sopol.a~tla. 1 believe you c-alled 1t the 
0.1"9' •• 

'Urln, yes, U~rC 

ego, by e.rlh Uoe. 
Oel!JQe. ren tNt seven t i'IOIJSand yeers 
Seens like )"dt.erday. Jt wasn't a toc•l 



nood. 1 floc:dcd the llhOl• pt.:.. Things had vott-' o.~lte- out 
or ......,. ScnetlDcs you just t.Ye to .start fn:~~~ .crateh. • 

~ ~ •• ~no at tCIP SCJeOO. ll\ls .. , tumlng 
l.nto one or the beSt lnt.enlr.s in tht l'llslory or )Our"nnl1,.. 

"'Are you ordt.rlng another ..crlD-w1de rtooo, Allll~tv? 0'+ 
c.,th, that ls?" I ltSI<tMJ, J.'Y. snUed wearily at me. ~. 

Scrval, no MOre floods . TJM8s Cl~. You have to st&y em· 
the. This tine J Jusl ..,,h:d to ¢ve hua'lit.y • ShiP on the 
collective wrist, to h1l them kriOtll lllho was stJU Boss. They 
.re en obstrE!P@rous lot." 

'Viet eQC'tly nJ_, rwr tre, ay l.t:~rd'?'" 

... .u. )O.IIt.r'cl-, Snql ~~been ..Ulng IOOJt, 1n 
ti'C la$t few decldts, •tt.h \he OO$SlbUU.y of • Dlenet. .. tae 
atc.lc hoJ.ocaus-t. tl'let's r"'llY pretq)tlng "'t PTef'OOIItlve, 
al tf'IOI.9t J usually take out ' llhDle solar syst.. It OI"'U· It 
ctonn't pay to S4Msh or. lHtle ball or -..ct. Hlirdly wor-tr. 
one's time, eh, Serva11'" 

I I'V)Ckled assent. Hh logtc was ~.~~usall&tlle . ''thlt P'J\1· 
Uve acUon did you take, ay l..ord, to OUt U'l1ng;& ln oenoecttve 
on eorth?" 

.._ll, Se-.tYal, H. .., • cac: or 10a1n.lsterll'g oottlc jus ... 
Uee, tr you ve:t.., cb'Jtt. Slrc:e ~en 9)1119 to Olot ClJt 
eetth lllth their t«::'W''logy, J O:C.lded to atw:. u. .,..t raJ 
PCJ~~er •s ... 

-res, ~lord, 90 an, .. I Uf'OI(Id. 

•J reversed eartn•• IIII!JICliC pole$. • 
My eyes bulged out or U'ldlr sUitks . lltltt ., lncrecllble 

1Jreg1net.lonl In en 1nst.11111l, all or earth's l.e(t't\OlOOV IIOVld 
cone to a grinding helt. As the poles reve.ued, all oenerot· 
ors, .. ptic <1evices, CO'IQUt•r llll)ll(ldes, elec:trlCil oevtces 
.auld be renctt:r~ u':terly UHl.u. ...,.,11, or course, ~ 
fl~red out oftJt had ~. O'lte they caur/ll on, theY ~ld 
rncSJust thdr te::mo109)', but It IIO.Ild ruse t'dl aU rl~t rcr 
a f~tW ynn. 

•fhat ' s truly a ~lUcent stnlkr, your Cr.ti'HJ. N:> 
one b.ll You COJld heve U'aU{11t of Chat.. It's sort or •cne Ns 
to be cruel to be klnd' type or t.hJf'9 ... 

''Sotlethlng Ul<e U\llt, Ser~aJ . Sonethlng Hl(e thllt, • He 
rc5C)OI"ded with a sly •h'tt. 

W6'11, let • tel l you. 1 111115 just aboUt brfttl'lltss 'lllltn 
exeltflll"!ent . r could se-~t "Jour,..llst or the ye-ar• dttOf<l ttrOSJ 
"'t dies ts. 

-o-e ere q..t'SUon, von Cr•t.ntss- Hr:w d.ld )'QU rcverK 
-.rth'S ~c poles, Jr I ..,. be so bold u to~ 

"""'Yo • 1th tile sniP of-; dlvln! flngus, Sef'Yil, HiJre, 
J '}) sm. )'1JI.t • • 

SUJQtnly, there .. ~ ,.,. ~tr-5"-ttedng crac:k. l..lQhtnlng 
flaSheCI aro.nd ll'lf!, J turned pink: and opaqo.Jfl tgtln. Mf hcods 

•jty I.Ord, .. 1 1181'111Qe<1 to st~m~~er, "l«'ftm..y Lord. Jf Y«< .te· 
vtrted eerth's oq"~etlt poles with a ~ of your ttnvcrs the 
rtrst tl.Bt, nt •s ell thlt lbout just no-?"" 

fhe lOre of tre Cl:asact:, the creato:-, Jetlovtf'To, J.v. threw 
OICk hiS head ..._, I*'Cted, long lnd a.lt.h a u.....,.,_. ro&r thet 
,.,-1,. oe.rcned., shrt~ •:-s. 

"'O't hO ro hO, th I'll tw, Setval. Dl:n't )'OJ see U'ICI ~r7 
V'en I reversed the polH the first tine, tl'le enlhHngs wre 
QUZZle<J. evt they'rt ~Jck stvdles. 1t hra~ t~efoN~. TOOk 
tnousends or ye3rs, tt'loult'. Tl'loy caught on pretty rast and 
.ore resay. 8ut revf!rs1ng the poles again J'-"t noww, to .,oon 
arter the rlrst tine, wll yoy c110 ilftagine their consternotton. 
k:ll that's rttHy fll"n'f, oan•t you agree? .. 

1 hid to agree-. 1t •• • flne tou:l'l •H tJ.4jflt • ._,.Yer, 
It .., Ql"ttlng tat~ and -, lnttlntts told ~ the Jntei'Yltw ..s ..... 

"'tf lord. on beNlt ot,., editor n CEITY1 J tiiOUld Jlke 
to t.t'lar* )OJ rrcm the botto. or .,. t.el'oiC l"'ca.rt&." t bocd l0t11 
.-ICI bllek~ out of the t.hront rooa, ct'lonci"9 e glti"C'e to.erd the 
~~~ I h8d so recently st\lrod with ny Creator. lhe 1'0011 was 
trtn!ll)trMt again, Ho ".as stertno orr lnto space. 

A~ I left the l)aiOCt, t shOt 0 glance- al the poliShed 
bf'O'\Ze OOor. Mf old faMIUer ror. $tared bedc, blue luldn­
IKttlt scales, seven ltl'ltac:les, -.jor Wid •!tot head$ just 
.,..re they Should bt. You tw'l't rhk or'errdl.ng • Orlty, p_e. 
l'ltlt.lt ot no. LOOk .,..t "'IR*oed to thlt other ~·turned 
Into • blocxty QAdn.otd, • ....._,., and t.-tlstltd to e.rlh. 

rruly. tN- Lord 1s • ~ful Cod ..r-.en you Mltfl r.t. ..o. 
~-f.9'. l"d nt.her be turned to stone! 


