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University Committee Minutes
January 21, 2026

Attending:  Bill Dirienzo, Katrina, Alex Perez, Christine Smith, Tetyana Malysheva, David Radosevich Tim Kaufmann, Sam Watson, Tara Tower
Guests: Kate Burns, Mike Draney, Kerry Wilks

Meeting called to order at 3:30
Minutes from December 17, 2025 approved
Provost updates Kate Burns
· Dean evaluations—CAHSS up this year, we also need to decide on whether want to do CHESW
· Gen ed—need to make tweaks. We now have 36 credits, were originally at 30. Should we go back to 30? Other UWs have 33-36 (except Milwaukee and Madison). 
· Need to make a decision about writing, whether it isin major or in gen ed
· Oral communication—we are only school without this requirement. Do we want to have this—not necessarily a course—but perhaps built into another course? Or through major or minor?
· On Act 15 front—we are good with number of chair reassignments. 
· Research Council created potential map for reassignments with 3 buckets. About 10% of FTE will be allotted, we would have 635 credits for reassignments. Some assignments are already planned for (242 credits), which leaves 131 courses that could be reassigned for research purposes. Will prioritize Assistant professors. The Provost asked Deans to identify list of people who might be part of the 57% of faculty who might want reassignment.

Mike Draney (SOFAS) & Kerry Wilkes (Associate Vice Chancellor for Graduate Studies and Research) discussed the proposal to amend grad program membership requirements
· Added affiliate grad faculty—those who are not affiliated with the University. Could be prof at another university, community member. This is common practice. Could be person without terminal degree as long as there is a vetting process.
· Add emeritus grad faculty category
· Eliminated provost step for appointment to grad faculty
· Motion to add as first meeting at Senate passed

Senate Agenda set

Updates and Reports as needed and time allows
· SGA report given by Alex
· Restructuring working group is getting lots of feedback.  Chancellor  wants something to him by end of January
Adjourned  4:30

Respectfully submitted by Christine Smith
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